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INDIANA STATE LIBRARY—A BRIEF HISTORY 


By NELLIE M. COATS, Chief, Catalog Division, State Library 


This article first appeared in SLANT, the official bulletin of the Indiana Chapter, Special 
Libraries Association, May, 1945, and was revised November, 1949. 


Establishment 


The Indiana State Library will be 125 
years old February 15, 1950, having been 
authorized by act of the 9th General Assem- 
bly convening in 1825, an act passed upon 
recommendation of the 1816 Constitutional 
Convention. 


Control 


Control of the library was first vested in 
the governor, the auditor, the treasurer and 
the secretary of state with the secretary of 
state acting as state librarian. In 1841 the 
library was made a separate unit with the 
librarian, who was to be also the state house 
custodian, elected by the Legislature for a 
three year term. By an act of 1895 the 
library was removed from politics by vesting 
its control in the State Board of Education 
which was to serve as a State Library Board. 
At the suggestion of the state librarian, there 
was set up in 1899 a Public Library Commis- 
sion of which the state librarian was ex- 
officio secretary until 1903 when the act 
establishing the Commission was amended 
and the two library agencies made entirely 
separate units of government. 


In 1906 a Legislative Reference Depart- 
ment was organized as part of the library 
but was separated from the library in 1913. 
In that year this agency produced the mimeo- 
graphed sheets which constituted the first 
issues of Public Affairs Information Service. 
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In 1925 an act authorizing a major re- 
organization was passed. Under the 1925 
statute the Public Library Commission was 
merged with the State Library and the con- 
trol of the Library, the Historical Bureau, 
and the Legislative Bureau, each to have its 
own specially qualified director and staff, 
was vested in the Library and Historical 
Board made up of five members, one recom- 
mended by the State Board of Education, 
one by the Indiana Library Trustees Associa- 
tion, one by the Indiana Library Association, 
one by the Indiana Historical Society, one 
to be selected by the governor, and all subject 
to the governor’s approval and appointment. 
By later acts the Legislative Bureau was 
made a separate state agency, but this board 
remains the governing body of the State 
Library and of the Historical Bureau. 


Finance 


Since its establishment the library has been 
financed by appropriations made by the 
Legislature. The 1825 budget as enacted 
was $50 per year; the 1949 appropriation is 
$161,250 per year, a sum which despite the 
obvious increase is not adequate to carry on 
the expanding functions of the library. 


Borrowers 
By the 1825 law, use of the library was 
limited to state officers, assemblymen and 
federal judges, and insistence upon this re- 





striction is seen in an 1841 provision making 
the librarian liable to a fine of from $10- 
$100 if books were loaned to any person 
other than those designated by law as en- 
titled to borrow such material. However, 
in 1842 use was extended to attorneys of 
the Supreme Court, editors, clergymen, and 
physicians and in 1847 to trustees and offi- 
cials of state institutions. In 1850 service 
was offered to professors and teachers in 
all the institutions of learning in the state, 
while at the seat of government. In 1903 
the present state-wide circulation was au- 
thorized, including loans to other libraries 
and direct service to persons not in a library 
area. 


Division and Collections 


Very early in the library's history, ac- 
quisition of Indiana state and territorial laws 
and journals was made obligatory and maps 
were to be supplied for the use of the 
legislature, such detailed legislation account- 
ing in large measure for the strength of the 
library’s collections of Indiana documents 
which were indexed, piece by piece, in its 
catalog. A department of Indiana Archives 
was formed in 1906 which became the 
Department of Indiana History and Archives 
by act of 1913. Separate divisions of 
Archives and of Indiana History were set 
up in 1936 with each giving complete at- 
tention to Indiana materials official and 
unofficial. Probably the most frequently used 
archival files are the Adjutant General’s 
records of previous wars. Land office records 
have been indexed by personal names but 
much remains to be done by way of cata- 
loging other papers. 

A very good collection of early Indiana 
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newspapers is on file and there is now 
received at least one newspaper from each 
county. An index to Indiana materials in 
certain local papers has been maintained 
since 1898. Earlier papers have been roughly 
indexed. 

Acquisition of manuscripts was begun in 
1910 and includes such collections as papers 
of Indian agents and fur traders of the area. 

A separate Genealogy Department was set 
up in 1934 and includes much local history 
from other states, photostats or microfilms of 
Indiana census records of 1820 through 
1880, transcripts of Indiana birth, marriage 
and death records and other listings. In 
1949 the Indianapolis Public Library estab- 
lished its genealogy service in the State 
Library as a joint operation. 

The library was one of the earliest de- 
pository libraries for federal documents and 
makes every effort to secure additional docu- 
ments not included in these shipments. In 
1899 it was made the exchange agency for 
Indiana documents and thus adds much to 
its basic collection of official materials from 
other states. 

In 1903 the library was selected as one 
of the first 25 in the United States to become 
a depository for Library of Congress cards. 

In 1905 the circulation of embossed books 
for the blind was begun and the library is 
now one of 27 U. S. centers for embossed 
books and talking book records supplied by 
the Library of Congress. 

The travelling libraries which had been 
the property of the Public Library Commis- 
sion became part of the Loan Division in 
1925. This division continued to supply 
collections of books to communities without 
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local library service and to schools, but 
such service to schools was suspended in 
1948. The Extension Division carries on the 
advisory activities of the former Commis- 
sion, visiting public libraries, interpreting 
library law, helping with library legislation 
and workng closely with the library and 
library trustees associations. It also main- 
tains extensive collection of materials on 
library science. This division collects and 
compiles the statistics of Indiana libraries 
as required by law. School library advisory 
services were conducted in this division until 
1945 when this function became identified 
with the State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion through a cooperative arrangement with 
the State Library. 

The office of Consultant for Certification 
and Placement was established in 1949 to 
conduct the work of the Library Certification 
Board and the related services of recruiting, 
training and placement. 


Ex-officio Relationships 

The director of the State Library serves 
as an ex-officio member of the Executive 
Board of the Indiana Library Association; 
since 1935 as an ex-officio secretary of the 
State Public Records Commission, and since 
1941 as ex-officio executive secretary of the 
Library Certification Board. 


Publications 


The State Library published a_biblio- 
graphical bulletin from 1898-1902 and a 
monthly bulletin with emphasis on subject 
lists from 1905 through 1917. From 1899- 
1913 a legislative and state manual of 
Indiana was issued. The Public Library 
Commission issued the Library Occurrent 


from 1906 through 1925 when, with the 
consolidation, it was taken over by the State 
Library. The Occurrent has included articles 
of library interest, news of Indiana libraries 
and notices of Indiana books. It continues 
a quarterly listing of Indiana documents and 
has occasional cumulative listings of <ocu- 
ments of specific state agencies. 

For a brief period the library issued an 
abstracting publication called Digest of 
Library Literature. In accordance with a 
law enacted 1899, a legislative and state 
manual was published from 1899 through 
1913. 

An annual report is published which 
covers the work of the library and statistics 
of the libraries of the state. Annual reports 
are also produced for the Library Certifica- 
tion Board and for the Public Records 
Commission. 

Many of the early biennial reports contain 
important bibliographical material, that for 
1898-1900 including an index to the Indiana 
documentary journal 1835-1899 and also a 
subject catalog of US. public documents 
which analyzes in great detail the con- 
gressional serial set and other federal publi- 
cations. 

Catalogs of the library's collections were 
issued in book form in 1859, 1865, 1872, 
1898, 1903 with supplements in 1905, 1906. 
The 1903 catalog with its supplements is 
especially valuable for its careful indexing 
of long serial sets such as the Indiana State 
Board of Agricultural Reports, Indiana 
Adjutant-General’s Reports, the Reports of 
the American Museum of Natural History, 
etc., and its citation of earlier pamphlets 
and maps. 

(Continued on Page 262) 
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ANNUAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The serious and the gay were blended in 
the programs at the annual Indiana Library 
Association—Indiana Library Trustees As- 
sociation Conference held Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, October 20-22 in Indianapolis. 
Friday’s purposeful discussions regarding li- 
brary action for Indiana made a sharp con- 
trast to the lighter mood prevailing at the 
banquet Friday evening and at Saturday’s 
luncheon. 


Banta Banquet Speaker 

R. E. Banta, Crawfordsville author and 
bookseller, as guest speaker at the banquet, 
entertained his audience with a humorous 
“survey” of “The Complete History of the 
Development of Literature in the English 
Language.” Mr. Banta satirized the erudite 
lecturer who attempts a scholarly treatise on 
English literature in 30 minutes. His “seven 
periods” of literature brought many a 
chuckle from his listeners, particularly the 
fifth period, which, to quote Mr. Banta, 
“saw the flowering of English literature in the 
whiskers poets, John Greenleaf Whiskers, 
Henry Whiskers Longfellow, and finally 
Walt Whiskers.” 


Group singing followed Mr. Banta’s talk, 
under the direction of George Campbell of 
Cincinnati, for many years a leader in pro- 
gram work of the Y.M.C.A. and other youth 
groups. A surprise ending to the evening 
was provided when a large number of prizes 
were awarded to holders of lucky tickets 
with Mary Holmes, Logansport librarian, 
acting as mistress of ceremonies. Gifts were 
donated by library organizations, individuals 


and merchants in various cities throughout 
the state. 

Robert A. Miller, director of libraries, 
Indiana University and I.L.A. president, pre- 
sided at the dinner. Trustee citations were 
presented to Mrs. W. H. Frazier, trustee, 
Brown County Library, and to Dr. H. H. 
Thacker, trustee, Brazil Public Library by 
Dan A. Williams, librarian, Muncie Public 
Library, and chairman of the Trustee Cita- 
tion Committee. 


Story Telling Luncheon Program 
Librarians and trustees who attended the 
joint luncheon Saturday noon enjoyed a half 
hour of story telling by Bill Martin Jr., of 
the Tell Well Press, Kansas City, Missouri, 
publisher and author of children’s books. 
Mr. Martin stressed the universal appeal 
of story telling and its influence as a means 
of bringing together people of all ages from 
“3 to 90.” He urged librarians to encourage 
parents to tell stories to their children. Child- 
hood reading habits which will help to 
develop better readers and increase the use 
of library books can be created through story 
telling, he said. 


Recorded Music as Accompaniment 


Mr. Martin showed how recorded music 
may be used to suggest the mood of a 
story and accompanied the three stories he 
told with appropriate music to illustrate the 
effectiveness of this story telling device. 
Verna Grimm, librarian, American Legion, 
Indianapolis, and I.L.A. director-at-large, pre- 
sided at the luncheon. 

Friday’s morning and afternoon meetings 
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marked a departure from the usual con- 
ference programs. The library situation in 
Indiana was presented by members of the 
IL.A-IL.T.A. Action Committee at the 
morning session. During the afternoon li- 
brarians of school, special, college, and large 
and small public libraries met in Round 
Tables of their particular interest and con- 
sidered the implications of the Action Com- 
mittee’s statements. 


Action Committee 

Harriet I. Carter, librarian, Elkhart Public 
Library and Action Committee chairman, 
introduced committee members at the Friday 
morning session and reviewed the commit- 
tee’s work. In its first year the committee, 
then known as the Planning Committee 
was instrumental in bringing about the 
publication of the Trustee’s Manual, in ad- 
dition to making a preliminary study of 
Indiana’s library needs. 


Sends Questionnaire 

This year the committee has sought to 
encourage cooperation of all types of li- 
braries with a view toward improving library 
conditions generally in the state. With this 
in mind, questionnaires were sent during the 
summer to special, college, public and school 
librarians regarding their needs and prob- 
lems and inviting suggestions for areas of 
cooperation. Each committee member re- 
ported the results of the questionnaire in 
his field. Mrs. Irene Strieby, librarian, Lilly 
Laboratories, Indianapolis, represented spe- 
cial libraries; Mary Louise Mann, Arsenal 
Technical High School, Indianapolis, school 
libraries; Marcelle Foote, Connersville Public 
Library, public libraries, and John H. Mori- 


arty, director, Purdue University Library, 
college libraries. 


The reports given by Mrs. Strieby, Miss 
Mann, and Miss Foote are printed elsewhere 
in this issue, together with Miss Carter's 
summary of the round table discussions and 
the committee’s proposals for cooperative 
action for library development on the basis 
of the group recommendations. 


Trustees Represented 


Audrey Benner of Elkhart and Mrs. 
George Blair of Mishawaka spoke briefly for 
library trustees and assured librarians of the 
support of trustees in the state’s library de- 
velopment program. 


Harold F. Brigham, director, Indiana State 
Library, concluded the meeting with a few 
remarks in summary. He indicated that the 
suggestions made in the questionnaires 
might fall into two categories, those concern- 
ing working together at the local level and 
those related to cooperative projects at the 
state level. Individual libraries need first to 
know what their neighboring libraries have; 
second, they need to apply that knowledge; 
and third, they must be willing themselves 
to cooperate with one another. Many of the 
projects suggested are broad in scope and 
can best be carried out by I. L. A. and other 
state organizations. 


Round Table Meetings 
In the Round Table meetings, suggestions 
and recommendations followed similar pat- 
terns for each group. Among these were 
request for (1) a comprehensive directory of 
Indiana libraries, (2) clarification and lib- 
eralization of inter-library loan services, (3) 
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a revision of the Indiana Union List of 
Serials, (4) continued emphasis upon re- 
cruiting, especially in college and school 
libraries, (5) cooperative cataloging for pub- 
lic libraries, and (6) exchange of publicity, 
bibliographies, and information regarding 
students’ class assignments between school, 
college and public libraries. 


Small Public Libraries 


The Small Public Libraries Round Table 
discussed teen-age reading and agreed that 
progressive action for the benefit of this 
reading group is a “must” for public libraries. 
A mimeographed report on insurance for 
libraries was prepared for this meeting by 
Evelyn Millspaugh, Elwood librarian. Copies 
may be obtained from Edith Hogue, Hagers- 
town Public Library. 


The Round Tables were conducted by the 
following chairmen: Large Libraries, Marian 
McFadden, Indianapolis Public Library; 
Small Libraries, Edith Hogue, Hagerstown 
Public Library; College and University Li- 
braries, Rev. C. J. Schuerman, St. Joseph's 
College; School Libraries, Edith I. Chalfant, 
Hartford City High School; and Special Li- 
braries, Harold J. Sander, Business Library, 
Indianapolis Public Library. 


Business Sessions 

Business meetings of I. L. A. and I. L. T. A. 
were held Thursday afternoon at the opening 
session of the conference. Reports of joint 
committees were given in a joint business 
session of I. L. A. and I. L. T. A. These 
included Legislative, District Meetings, Re- 
tirement and Pensions, and Library Action, 
given by Esther Thornton, Lena Nofcier, 


Mary Wells, and Harriet I. Carter. Reports 
were also given for the Federal Relations 
Committee by Frances Stalker, chairman, 
and for the Small Libraries Committee by 
Edith Hogue, chairman. Mrs. Frederick A. 
Borns, Gary trustee and president of I. L. 
T. A,, presided at the joint session. 

The two organizations dispersed for sepa- 
rate meetings to continue discussions of 
business matters. Robert A. Miller, I. L. A. 
president, took the gavel for the I. L. A. 
session. Lois M. Ringo, I. L. A. treasurer, 
gave the financial report for the past year. 


I.L.A. Scholarships 


The Student Loan Fund Committee, Mary 
Holmes, chairman, reported that it is pre- 
pared to administer scholarship grants in 
addition to loans and to expend not less than 
$1000 in the calendar year 1950 for such 
scholarship grants on the following scale: 
summer session, $50 to $100; regular session, 
undergraduate, $200, graduate, $400. One 
$50 scholarship was awarded this summer 
from a $100 gift from President Herman B 
Wells of Indiana University, leaving $50 for 
a scholarship for the summer of 1950. 


Constitutional Amendments 


Caroline Dunn, I. L. A. parliamentarian 
and Constitutional Committee chairman, 
presented three constitutional amendments. 
The first two were passed unanimously. They 
are as follows: 

(1) Treasurer’s term to be for calendar year; 
Section 8 of the By-laws provides that the 
dues be on a calendar year’s basis. 

Section 6. Strike out last of second sentence 
of first paragraph, “and shall hold office until 
the adjournment of the meeting at which their 
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successors are elected,” so that sentence will 
read: . 

These officers shall be elected at the last 
regular business session of each annual meeting. 

Amend Section 1 of the By-laws to read: 

The term of all officers of the Association, 
with the exception of the treasurer, shall com- 
mence at the adjournment of the annual meeting 
at which they were elected; the term of the treas- 
urer shall be for the calendar year following the 
election. 

(2) To change Loan Fund and its Committee 
to a Scholarship Fund and Committee. 

Amend Section 6, third paragraph, first 
sentence, to read: 

There shall also be elected three members 
of the Association, who, with the president, the 
retiring president, and the director of the Indiana 
State Library, shall serve as the Scholarship and 
Loan Fund Committee. 

Amend By-law 5 as follows: Strike out word 
“loan” in phrase “separate loan fund,” and amend 
so that second ‘sentence will read: Fifty cents 
($.50) of the annual dues of each member 
shall be set aside by the treasurer and kept in a 
separate fund, such fund to be administered by 
the Scholarship and Loan Fund Committee. 

Section 9. Amend last sentence to read: 

Of each life membership fee, $5.00 shall be 
added to the scholarship and loan fund. 


The third, a proposal to change the 
1946 amendment (Section 6, paragraph 2) 
to provide for more specific representation 
of various types of library work on the Ex- 
ecutive Board, was rejected. 


I.L.A. Officers 


Officers elected for 1949-50 upon recom- 
mendation of the Nominating Committee 
are: president, Harriet E. Bard, Morrison- 
Reeves Library, Richmond; vice-president 
and president-elect, Harold J. Sander, Busi- 
ness Library, Indianapolis Public Library; 
secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Burton, U. S. Naval 


Ordnance Library; treasurer, Lois M. Ringo, 
Anderson Public Library; director-at-large, 
Leonard W. Smith, Jefferson High School 
Library, Lafayette; A. L. A. Council repre- 
sentative, Mary Holmes, Logansport Public 
Library; Scholarship and Loan Fund, Mary 
Troxall, Ball State Teachers College. 

Other committee reports made at the 
meeting were Focus, Harold J. Sander, and 
Trustee Citation, Dan A. Williams, Muncie 
Public Library. 


IL.L.T.A. Officers 


The I. L. T. A. at its business session 
re-elected its present officers for 1949-50. 
They are: president, Mrs. Frederick A. Borns, 
Gary; vice-president, Mrs. Herbert C. Sears, 
Danville; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Albert H. 
Moeller, Columbia City. Executive Board 
members include Mrs. F. G. Davidson, 
Crawfordsville; Mrs. R. O. Bertsch, Cam- 
bridge City; Mrs. W. H. Frazier, Nashville; 
Mrs. Albert Deupree, Bloomington. 

The sale of the Trustee’s Manual was re- 
ported and it was announced that a second 
printing of 2000 copies has been issued. In 
addition to distribution in Indiana, the 
manual has been sold in quantities to a 
number of state library extension agencies 
and state departments of education. Many 
single copies have also been sold to indi- 
vidual trustees and libraries in other states. 


Louis A. Warren Luncheon Speaker 

Dr. Louis A. Warren, director of the 
Lincoln National Life Foundation, Fort 
Wayne, and member of the Indiana State Li- 
brary and Historical Board, spoke to trustees 
and guests at the trustees luncheon on Friday. 
In developing his subject, “Lincoln’s Bor- 
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rowed Books”, he demonstrated the way that 
certain books which Abraham Lincoln bor- 
rowed during his formative years in Indiana 
molded his character and influenced his 
thinking. 

Dr. Warren mentioned three books Lin- 
coln studied in these years which exerted 
profound influence upon him; the Bible, 
Parson Weems’ Washington and Scott's 
Lessons in Elocution. Each of these gave 
Lincoln inspiration for his Gettysburg ad- 
dress. The Bible was his model for his 
beautiful diction and style of writing, Wash- 
ington gave him a deep feeling for his 
country and a belief in democracy, and the 
elocution volume with its selections from 
world literature helped him to develop his 
eloquence of speech. 

In conclusion Dr. Warren stressed the im- 
portance of the Gettysburg address as a liv- 
ing document for Americans today in its 
affirmation of the true American democracy. 
It points the way toward the rebirth of 
democracy which must come if our way of 
life is preserved, Dr. Warren stated. 


Symposium on Fiction 

Thursday evening’s general session was a 
symposium on “The Value of Fiction”. Ralph 
L. Collins, assistant dean of the Faculties, 
Indiana University acted as moderator with 
Jeannette C. Nolan, Hoosier author, and 
Neil S. Boardman, author and circulation 
librarian, Indiana University, as speakers. 


Jeannette Nolan Deplores Realism 

Mrs. Nolan in her remarks indicated that 
she believes fiction does have value as an 
art form and that it makes a definite contri- 
bution to literature. She deplored the fact 
that realism, synonymous with vice, crime 
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and sordidness, has become so popular in 
current fiction and blames this trend toward 
a distorted realism upon the librarians and 
the reading public who accept it. 

Journalism, she stated, influenced fiction 
in the development of an objective style 
which may lead to obscurity of meaning. 
She urged librarians to be more vocal in 
protest against these trends and to encourage 
a return to the qualities which she feels give 
fiction its real value. 


Reaction to Sensational Fiction 

Mr. Boardman contrasted reader reaction 
to tragedy in fiction and in real life. While 
the average American devours the sensational 
in the newspapers, he objects to frustrations 
and unhappiness on the part of his fiction 
characters. Much present day fiction has be- 
come stereotyped, according to Mr. Board- 
man, as is evidenced by the deluge of novels 
of realism which followed the first books of 
this type. 

During the discussion period numerous 
questions were voiced from the audience. 
These concerned chiefly the problems of 
censorship and of improvement in reading 
tastes and the influence of book clubs. At- 
tention was called to the recommendation of 
the Public Library Inquiry that libraries 
might eliminate strictly recreational materials 
in order to concentrate on their informa- 
tional and educational function. Mention of 
the Inquiry’s suggestion that the public li- 
brary leave the purchase and distribution of 
fiction to other agencies brought a murmur 
of protest from the audience. 


Audio-visual Panel 
A panel discussion on audio-visual serv- 
ices of Indiana libraries took place at the 
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final general session of the conference Satur- 
day morning. Robert Rollf, field consultant 
for the Purdue-Indiana University Com- 
munity Services in Adult Education, was 
moderator and Edith T. Chalfant, librarian, 
Hartford City High School, presided. Panel 
members discussed the audio-visual programs 
operating in their communities. 

Thomas C. Harding of Evansville College 
explained the joint responsibilities of li- 
brarian and faculty in the college film pro- 
gram, and he enumerated some of the specific 
problems which may confront the librarian 
in setting up a film service. 


Gary’s Film Library 

Stillman K. Taylor, Gary Public Library, 
described Gary's film collection which grew 
out of the acquisition of a few O. W. I. 
films during World War II. He mentioned 
some subjects which are of special interest 
and value in a film collection, recommending 
particularly those which may have a wide 
appeal. 

As a representative of a small public li- 
brary, Bertha C. Heller, Decatur Public Li- 
brary, asserted that the small library, while 
it may not be able to purchase films, has an 
obligation to supply information about 
sources of films and other audio-visual ma- 
terials. Record collections, less expensive 
than films, can be a part of a small library's 
materials. 


Lebanon Has School Service 
The Lebanon High School functions as a 
centralized agency for audio-visual materials 
and information for the city schools, accord- 
ing to Ruth McLaughlin, librarian. The li- 
brary houses slides, stereographs, film strips, 
pictures, recordings, and view-master reels 


for use of elementary schools as well as 
high schools. The librarian advises on selec- 
tion of films to be rented for a film showing. 

Mrs. Susannah B. Wood, librarian, New 
Castle-Henry county, described that library’s 
role as distribution center for county-wide 
use of films, most of which are the property 
of the city and county school system. She 
expressed a desire to further the county pro- 
gram by stimulating community use of films 
by women’s clubs and other local groups. 


Film Showing 

Following the panel discussion, a film en- 
titled “Film and You” was shown by Mrs. 
LaVern Walther, instructor, Library Science 
Division, Indiana University. The purpose 
of the film, Mrs. Walther stated, is to moti- 
vate groups to organize film councils and to 
encourage the presentation of informational 
films by community organizations. 


Junior Members Luncheon 

The I. L. A. Junior Members Round Table 
sponsored a luncheon Friday with Mrs. 
Eunice Young Smith, Indiana author, as 
speaker. Mrs. Smith told the important part 
libraries had played in her life from her 
childhood in Aurora, Indiana through her 
high school and college days and continuing 
into her adult career. Jennifer Wish, her re- 
cently published story for girls, was inspired 
by her desire to create the little girl she 
would like to have been. 


Mrs. Margarete Butz, librarian, Lawrence 
Township High School, presided at the 
luncheon, in the absence of Mrs. Edith Ford 
Biddle, Lafayette Public Library, the presi- 
dent. Newly elected officers are Mrs. Butz, 
president and Harley O. Spencer, Mishawaka 
Public Library, secretary-treasurer. 
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ACTION FOR INDIANA 


By HARRIET I. CARTER, Librarian, Elkhart Public Library 


Chief focus of attention during the 1949 
annual conference of the Indiana Library 
Association and Indiana Library Trustees 
Association was on the program of the Li- 
brary Action Committee, a joint committee 
of the two associations. 

Now in its second year, the Action Com- 
mittee has made a general survey of the 
library situation in Indiana, and in its 1948 
report made recommendations on areas 
where concentrated effort should be made: 
financial support for libraries, including state 
and federal aid; training and recruiting; cer- 
tification; improvement of salaries; affiliation 
with the state retirement plan; improvement 
of library buildings; increased trustee par- 
ticipation; and strengthening the State 
Library. 


Library Forces Coordinated 


It was the work of the 1949 committee to 
correlate and coordinate library forces in 
Indiana for better integration of library 
services already in existence. To this end 
the joint committee now includes representa- 
tion from college and university, school and 
special libraries, in addition to trustees, pub- 
lic libraries and the State Library. 

During the Friday morning meeting at 
the state conference, committee members re- 
ported on answers to questionnaires circu- 
lated among representative libraries. Those 
reporting were Mrs. Irene Strieby for special 
libraries, Mary Louise Mann for school li- 
braries, Marcelle Foote for public libraries 
and John H. Moriarty for college and uni- 
versity libraries. 


Mr. Moriarty in a “case study” cited inci- 
dents of mutual cooperation which he had 
observed between public and university li- 
braries at Lafayette. He stated that replies to 
the college library questionnaire made it 
apparent that libraries in this group can 
make valuable contributions in the field of 
recruiting and in inter-library loan of ma- 
terials which may be available only in the 
university libraries. 

The other three reports follow in full, 
Miss Foote’s appearing first: 


Marcelle Foote on Public Libraries 

Before I begin to give you the results of 
the public library questionnaire, I want to 
say something I have always felt. Librarians 
are a very remarkable group. The average 
response to a questionnaire, I’ve been told, 
is somewhere between ten and twenty per- 
cent. You responded thirty-eight percent. 
Two hundred thirty questionnaires were sent 
out and eighty-eight were returned. Having 
answered it myself.and knowing how long it 
took, I believe this shows very conclusively 
that librarians are interested in all phases of 
their work. 

The Action Committee joins with me in 
thanking you most sincerely for your co- 
operation. Each of us is apt to feel that the 
little bit we do or say doesn’t amount to 
very much; but with all of our bits added 
together, we make up the entire library pic- 
ture of the state. In order for it to be a true 
picture, it is important that all of us con- 
tribute. 

As Miss Carter told you, the purpose be- 
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hind the questionnaires sent out by the 
committee was to determine how all fields of 
library service could work together the better 
to serve the public. However, the question- 
naire sent to public librarians had a dual 
purpose. We wanted to find out just which 
problems were bothering you most and 
where you would like to receive help. 


Questionnaire on School Cooperation 

The first section of the questionnaire 
which deals with the public school library 
naturally was best answered, since most of 
us work directly with the schools. The ma- 
jority feel that cooperation in book selection 
and buying is needed. Teachers and school 
librarians can assist public librarians in 
grading children’s books, and can suggest 
useful titles to be purchased for supple- 
mentary reading, They can put in the public 
library, on interlibrary loan, collections on 
educational methods. 


Loans to Schools 


When books are loaned to the schools, 
there is always the chance some of them will 
be lost or damaged. Should this expense be 
borne by the public library, the school, or 
should it be divided? 

Many of you indicated you would like to 
see more instruction given in the use of the 
library, and that the school librarian might 
recommend to you students particularly apt 
in library processes who could help in the 
library. On the other hand, you indicated 
that you were willing to assist in giving 
library instruction, and that you were ready 
to exchange book lists and bibliographies. 

If some method could be devised whereby 
teachers could be made to notify the libraries 


about class assignments, I’m sure both school 
and public librarians would be much happier. 
Practically all of you checked and double- 
checked this particular question. It is one 
that is especially important to the smaller 
libraries with their limited collections. Also, 
teachers might become better acquainted 
with material available and make assign- 
ments from this. 


Book Week Projects 


Various other suggestions for cooperation 
from the school were given, among them 
being such Book Week projects as (1) 
schedule class visits, (2) get students to 
write essays and radio scripts, (3) urge art 
students to make posters, and (4) help in 
giving book talks. Also the school librarian 
is well located to help in a recruiting pro- 
gram, to act as a consultant to parents, and 
to give publicity about library affairs. 

Considerable interest was shown in the 
section dealing with cooperation by colleges 
and universities. Since there are more stu- 
dents enrolled in the correspondence and 
extension courses, local libraries are receiving 
more demands for texts and supplementary 
college reading. 


College and Public Libraries 


If the university and college libraries 
would prepare bibliographies for the most 
popular of these courses, then, whenever an 
individual enrolled, the list for the course 
taken plus the name of the individual en- 
rolling could be sent to the public library. 
The library, in turn, could add the books 
and notify the student of their availability. 

Lists of first purchase books and magazines 
for special groups such as farmers, engineers 
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and businessmen would be very welcome. 
All lists would be more valuable if briefly 
annotated. 


Interlibrary Loan Policies 


It is very evident from the answers re- 
ceived that a more liberal interlibrary loan 
policy adopted by the colleges and uni- 
versities is very much desired. Whether this 
is possible from the viewpoint of the colleges, 
remains for them to answer. But the public 
libraries are willing to provide as much as 
they can in the way of lists giving available 
material, providing help to students during 
vacations, and by allowing students longer 
loan periods. 

Use of college libraries by public library 
patrons, if patrons bring letters of intro- 
duction from local librarians, has been sug- 
gested. Also the colleges could recommend 
students who had received training on their 
staffs and who could help in their home 
libraries. 


Cooperation with Special Libraries 

Answers to the section concerning special 
libraries were not as numerous, chiefly be- 
cause their services are not as well known, 
judging from the comments made. Inter- 
library loans, research for students in par- 
ticular fields, bibliographies and annotated 
lists of special books suitable for public 
library use were among the services men- 
tioned as being desirable. Public libraries 
are willing to cooperate with special libraries 
if any of their services are useful. 

The Loan Division and the General Refer- 
ence Division of the State Library received 
many compliments in the questionnaires. It 
would seem that their services are very good 
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and greatly appreciated. The Indiana Di- 
vision was indicated as being of service, 
but it was suggested that it might help by 
notifying local librarians of material per- 
tinent to their communities. Many of you 
said you would send to them such local 
history material as came to your notice. 


State Library Services 

More information concerning the services 
provided by the Genealogy and Archives 
Divisions seems to be needed. Most of us 
are not too familiar with the type of work 
done by these divisions. 

Since the services of Extension are so 
varied, it is rather hard to summarize the 
answers on this division. You all seem to 
feel the need of one or more of their techni- 
cal services, the type varying with the size 
of the library. 

One new suggestion was made that the 
money asked for in the State Aid bill of 
1951, if received, should go into expanding 
the Extension Division. If the money is 
concentrated, it will go twice as far as if 
divided among individual libraries. 

Another suggestion was that a librarian 
already employed in a county or region could 
be hired as a consultant to other librarians 
in the district. Travel expense for this per- 
son should be paid by the State Library and 
salary paid by the local board. 

Several of you indicated that a newsletter 
would be of interest to you and that you were 
willing to contribute to it. Perhaps if its 
purpose were more fully discussed and under- 
stood, more of you would be interested in it. 

There were few answers to the question 
concerning the Certification Board, but those 
who did answer seemed to wish to see the 
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law enforced, standards kept high, and more 
information sent out concerning certification. 
One suggestion made was that classes be 
given in various parts of the state so that 
librarians could obtain the minimum train- 
ing required for certification without having 
to go to Indiana University which in many 
cases would involve financial sacrifice. 

Few librarians indicated any vacancies on 
staffs or showed a desire for a change of 
job. 


Desire to Increase Services 


I am not going to discuss the section deal- 
ing with services each of you would like to 
give, other than to say that you all want 
to do more than you are doing, particularly 
for the children and young people. The re- 
sponse to this question was very gratifying 
since it shows shat we are not self-satisfied, 
at least. If more money and help were 
available, all of us would render service to 
shut-ins, have audio-visual collections, and 
conduct daily radio programs. 


We come now to the cooperative services 
you would like to see established. Many of 
these were checked but no suggestions were 
made as to how they could be put into 
operation. For instance, what are the prob- 
lems connected with cooperative cataloging? 
What should be expected from each library 
in providing publicity on a regional basis? 
How much independence of action are you 
willing to give up to see such regional 
services put in action? 


The list of immediate problems is long 
and varied. To simplify matters, I shall read 


them by population groups as we received 
them: 


Problems of Small Libraries 


Under 5,000: inclusion of township under 
benefits of conversion to 1947 law with 
county unit apparently less urgent than 
smaller unit; discarding adult class collec- 
tion; getting rid of bound magazines, state 
and federal documents; more space; reading 
interests; conversion; salaries; extension 
service; school-public library cooperation; 
technical processes; teen-age; children’s de- 
partment; book buying; audio-visual; weed- 
ing; township trustee problem of funds. 


From 5,000—9,999: stimulating adult in- 
cerest in reading; disposing of old books of 
possible monetary value; library extension— 
area and kinds of service; establishing co- 
operation with schools; better public rela- 
tions; suggestions and plans for new 
building; room and money; more time to 
complete plans already made. 


Medium Sized Libraries 


From 10,000—24,999: shelf space weed- 
ing; improve service to adult rural potential 
borrowers; arousing reading interest in good 
books; furnishing teen-age room; trustee co- 
Operation; newspaper cooperation on book 
notes; librarian to be included at board meet- 
ings; extension of service; central depository 
for books and magazines; financial support. 


From 25,000—99,999: remodeling build- 
ing; planning annex; parking cars; library 
education of school superintendent and 
board; establishing county service and assist- 
ance in selling idea to local board; increasing 
reading interest of adults; establishing film 
lending service on a county basis; book- 
mobile service. 

Over 100,000: raise salaries; draw more 
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professionals to the state; increase profes- 
sional personnel; obtain new building to 
serve 150,000 population. 

As you can see, money and space are two 
problems common to us all. Also the desire 
to extend library service is one not confined 
to any particular group. If we can find solu- 
tions to these problems, I’m sure the entire 
library population of the country will beat 
a path to our door! 


Suggestions for Committee 

A few of you suggested fields of action 
for the incoming committee. Again I should 
like to read them as they were submitted. 

Under 5,000: urge standard training; 
standard salary; more consideration for small 
libraries. From 5,000—9,999: campaign for 
more and better reading; develop statewide 
publicity to help all libraries. From 10,000— 
24,999: salaries (send suggestions and 
standards to library boards); recruiting; 
rural extension. 

From 25,000—99,999: prepare a list of 
possible projects; obtain recognition for 
librarians and profession; seek state aid allo- 
cated to extension in proportion to local 
spread; raise salary level of librarians to 
equal teachers; encourage boards to ask for 
more money; more ballyhoo to sell library 
to the community. 

From libraries serving over 100,000: ob- 
tain more funds for state library to raise 
library standards in state; (salaries, qualified 
personnel and information for trustees) ; take 
steps toward greater financial support. 

The suggestions you made as to questions 
you would like discussed at future meetings 
will be turned over to the new I. L. A. 
Executive Board. 
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In closing, I wish to thank you again for 
your cooperation in making this survey. 
Your continued fine support will help future 
officers and committees to carry out your 
recommendations for improved library serv- 
ice in Indiana. 

Mrs. Strieby’s report from the special li- 
braries questionnaire follows: 


Irene Strieby, Special Librarian 

Growing out of the April meeting of the 
Indiana Library Action Committee was the 
request to direct an inquiry to special li- 
brarians in the state, including those in de- 
partments of university and large public 
libraries, to learn the needs and problems 
confronting them and to invite suggestions 
for areas of cooperation among all types of 
libraries in the state. We have deliberately 
lifted from the replies the more challenging 
ideas, suggestions, problems, and facts. We 
feel that some of these deserve immediate 
recognition and discussion. 

In general, special librarians feel that (a) 
interlibrary loans are necessary and desirable 
among all types of libraries in the state; (b) 
that cooperation with the editors of SLant, 
their publication, is needed for adequate ex- 
change of information; (c) and that there 
might be occasional meetings by type of 
work for exchange of ideas. For example, 
special librarians might report particularly 
knotty reference questions solved with the 
aid of materials found in other libraries, thus 
emphasizing their interdependence. 


Cooperation of all Libraries 
Another encouraging reply of a general 
nature concerned the necessity for libraries 
of all types to recognize the possibilities of 
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supplementary reference service from the 
State Library and to emphasize it as a form 
of extension work. To this was added the 
comment that increased cooperation on the 
part of all libraries is necessary in insisting 
on better support for it both financially and 
morally, on more attention to work with 
legislators, and on better interpretation of its 
value at the local level. 


Publicize Special Materials 


Special librarians comment that public 
librarians are of more assistance when they 
publicize their special collections and re- 
sources and consider liberal policies in 
regard to loan of periodicals for serious 
purposes. A more specific suggestion was 
to encourage a gift exchange of telephone 
books. Coming from one special librarian is 
this thoughtful observation: 

‘Our largest area of concern related to public 
libraries rests with the availability of library 
materials to the general citizen public of the 
state. Our interest in this is one of community 
interpretation of our own program, and to 
create the basis for better citizen participation in 
public services, and better understanding of social 
and economic problems of the present in terms 
of professional research, findings, and recom- 
mendations, and the relationship of various pro- 
grams. For instance, ... we might wish that 
every library in the state have an adequate col- 
lection of current material on teen-age problems 
written and usable both for the parents and the 
teen-agers themselves. And definitely we would 
like librarians to know that special literature is 
available, and where and how.’ 

This is only one of several examples given 
which can be made available for study at 
some future time. 

And quoting from the same source: 

‘A few specific needs arise out of our work 
and cross over to libraries. Primary is, beyond 


doubt, the library service to the blind which 
is of great concern to us due to our responsibility 
toward blind citizens of Indiana through our 
public assistance program of aid to the blind. 
And we hope that public library service can 
continue that provided by the hospital for the 
crippled child after he has been sent home for 
the remainder of his convalescence. This latter 
is simply an illustration of our need for in- 
corporating the public library more completely 
into the community resources which we con- 
sider available for those persons with whom we 
are concerned. The public library provides recre- 
ation, pamphlets on budgeting and other prob- 
lems, and educational facilities, and sometimes 
can move into a more subtle and direct 
relationship.’ 


Rental Basis for Fiction 

This observation might seem to relate to 
the finding of the recent Public Library In- 
quiry; namely, that collections of fiction 
might be available to the public on a rental 
basis thus making possible more time and 
funds for material necessary to the realiza- 
tion of the more serious objectives of the 
library. 

Special librarians feel that college and uni- 
versity librarians can be of greater assistance 
(a) in making known the availability of and 
in loaning near print materials, e. g., theses, 
dissertations, studies and reports usually con- 
sidered to be of use only in educational insti- 
tutions and (b) by encouraging cooperation 
between the subject specialist and the special 
subject librarian, e. g., specialists in a bureau 
of business research with corporation li- 
braries, or the scientists with special techni- 
cal libraries, in the thought that each might 
have something to help the other. Two 
verbal comments reaching the committee 
were to the effect that special librarians may 
be aware of gaps in knowledge and are in 
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an excellent position to suggest topics for 
theses. 


Responsibility of Colleges 


A specific comment received may be of 

interest to the school as well as to the college 
librarian. It came from the librarian of one 
of our state departments: 
. . . Students with specialized needs drift into 
this department for help. They include grade 
school, high school, college undergraduate, and 
graduate students. Actually they constitute a 
public relations activity as much as a library 
responsibility, and we are very glad to have them 
or any other citizen sufficiently interested to 
learn more about this public service . . . Sum- 
marized, the library problem resolves itself to: 
(1) should the college library be able to meet 
all needs of its students; (2) should the uni- 
versity student of undergraduate level be assigned 
topics which place him on his own responsibility 
outside the direct supervision of the instructor; 
(3) should there be established definite criteria 
for the use of professional material by persons 
not oriented to the professional area; (4) mech- 
anical interlibrary loan processes to protect us 
in making loans to students. 

Obviously the answer to the first question 
is “No,” and to the second “Yes,” but both 
are necessary as an introduction to the third 
and fourth questions in order to consider 
their broad implications. 

Special librarians suggest that school li- 
brarians can be of continuing assistance (a) 
in recruiting and (b) in training pages and 
clerical assistants. They feel that they have 
an excellent opportunity to aid in developing 
citizens who will work for the support of 
library service. One observation submitted 
was to the effect that the librarian and the 
social worker need to get together, both by 
discussion and program, on the place of 
books in the life of a young child. 


School-Children’s Library Cooperation 


This comment is also of interest to the 
children’s librarian in the public library, as 
well as the suggestion made that there should 
be cooperation in book purchase between the 
school librarian and the children’s depart- 
ment of the public library. By way of ex- 
planation of this latter comment, it is noted 
that the person making it, although a mem- 
ber of the special librarian’s group, is chiefly 
concerned with circulation work in a public 
library; hence the suggestion is definitely re- 
lated to the specific area of public-school 
library cooperation rather than with general 
areas of library cooperation with which the 
special librarian is concerned. 


Suggestions for State Library 


Replies from special librarians indicate it 
would be helpful if the Indiana State Library, 
with an adequate budget, could (a) extend 
the work of listing state publications further 
by acting as a clearing house for same; (b) 
list publications of nongovernmental and 
private agencies of the state in the Library 
Occurrent; (c) prepare and publish more 
checklists of Indiana materials such as a 
Newspaper Index; (d) add more subject 
specialists to the staff; (e) give more aid to 
state institutional libraries; (f) obtain more 
reference material of all types; (g) obtain 
for consultation the BIOS and FIAT reports, 
and other special series; (h) open the library 
one night each week so that working people 
can be referred there. 


Expressions of Opinion Only 
In giving consideration to any or all of 
the above ideas, it must be kept in mind 
that these are expressions of opinion from 
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various individuals who approached the 
questionnaire from different points of view. 
Hence there is no unanimity of opinion 
represented. It would be interesting to dis- 
cover wherein unanimity does lie if the sug- 
gestions were submitted to special librarians 
for group discussion. 


Needs of Special Libraries 
The second part of the questionnaire con- 
cerned their special libraries and/or depart- 
ments, their needs, their problems, their un- 
usual resources, and their specific suggestions 
to the Action Committee. 


Their needs and problems include: (a) 
foreign trade material; (b) industrial ma- 
terial; (c) county historical material; (d) 
a union catalog for the state, or at least a 
catalog which indicates where at least one 
copy of each title available can be located; 
(e) continued help in reference work out- 
side their special subject fields; (f) revision 
of the Indiana Union List of Serials, either 
by preparation of a supplement or a card 
file deposited in a central place; and (g) 
that special libraries be included in the plan 
for central storage facilities. Special librar- 
ians, as a rule, must confine their working 
collection to space which does not admit of 
ready expansion. More than half of these 
answering the questionnaire said they would 
use a depository library if it were made 
available to them... 


Suggestions for Committee 


Some of the specific suggestions for the 

Action Committee follow: 

Bring up to date and publish in the Library 
Occurrent the above findings. 

Place some stress on reference and documents 
work at state library meetings. 


Give advice on audio-visual material. 

Place emphasis on selling library service through 
individual responsibility and pride of librarians. 

Encourage cooperation and coordination of all 
types of libraries. 

Encourage cooperative buying of expensive and 
rare material. 

Discourage duplication of collections and initiate 
studies of same where such duplication exists. 

Encourage wider use of microfilm for interlibrary 
loan. 

Encourage specialization in collections. 

Work with other groups within and without the 
library field for more professional cooperation. 

Encourage representation of library interests in 
other associations, such as the library commit- 
tee within P.T.A. 

Plan a public relations program on a state-wide 
basis to include all types of libraries. 

Encourage more scholarly and professional work 
among librarians and point out the need for 
research studies on library needs. 

Seek funds for fellowships to be used for library 
research at the graduate level. 

Compile directory of Indiana libraries similar to 
that compiled by the Indiana chapter of S.L.A. 

Get Dun & Bradstreet to sell their reference 
service to libraries located in small towns. 


Encourage the preservation of business _his- 
torical material as well as encourage specific 
compilations. 

Although it is obvious that some are not 
the proper concern of this committee— 
others of the above suggestions are right in 
line with what the Action Committee inter- 
prets its service to be. In fact, one suggestion 
to “encourage cooperation and coordination 
of all types of libraries” is exactly what the 
committee believes to be its primary func- 
tion. For example, the suggestion regarding 
business history was presented to the 
committee at its July meeting and was en- 
thusiastically received. In fact, its poten- 
tialities are not confined to the library field. 
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It is significant that the Indiana Historical 
Society has recently pointed out the possi- 
bilities in this same field. 

It should be pointed out that many li- 
brarians, in answering the questionnaire, 
took the opportunity to express gratitude for 
the excellent cooperation that already pre- 
vails among libraries of Indiana and some 
even went so far as to say that they could 
think of nothing more that could be done 
to improve it. A specific comment was one 
commending the institution of the Consult- 
ing and Placement Service for Indiana li- 
braries and a wish for its success. 

The chairman, with permission of the 
other two committee members, would like 
to emphasize the fine help received from the 
State Library and to commend the public 
library for its station library service and in 
its reference service in all fields, the college 
libraries for their generosity in interlibrary 
loans, and the school libraries for training 
some of the best subprofessional help we 
have ever had. Where cooperation can be 
extended, we know it will exist. 

The following is the report presented by 
Mary Louise Mann for the school library 
group: 

Mary Louise Mann 


After spending a great deal of time read- 
ing the questionnaires which were returned 
to me by school librarians, I was most grati- 
fied to read one which said, “I think this 
questionnaire has made us think in specific 
terms of assistance, and has made us aware 
that we do not have good cooperation, even 
though we thought we had.” 

In trying to analyze the situation and to 
decide in what ways our cooperation has not 


been adequate, it seems obvious to me, on 
the basis of statements made by many li- 
brarians, that our greatest weakness lies in 
the fact that we do not know enough about 
the other types of libraries in our state— 
their resources, materials, services available, 
their objectives and philosophy. Over and 
over I found such statements as, “What are 
the special libraries and what kind of serv- 
ices do they provide?” There seemed to be 
an urgent need for more information. 


Need for Information 

Also such questions as these appeared: 
“What kinds of services are available from 
the State Library? May high school students 
borrow material? How long may it be kept? 
Can I get a special collection for a par- 
ticular unit of work in my school?” And 
from the public library angle—“I am not 
sure just what kinds of services I may expect 
—and where the line should be drawn be- 
tween the services provided by each of us.” 

Furthermore, we do not know enough 
about the needs of other libraries. Such 
statements as these certainly give us food for 
thought: “A high school library that is open 
to students only half day is not adequately 
functioning. This is our situation here, and 
I alone have not been able to make ad- 
ministrators see that. What more can I do?” 

And another—“I have a complete re- 
organization job to do following our tornado 
last May which destroyed our school build- 
ing and many of our books. I believe that, 
given time, we shall overcome this disaster, 
but we do need help and books.” 


Lack of Funds 
Also there is the very common plea for 
more adequate funds. Many librarians have 
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said, “We ars uying to provide the best 
possible library service for boys and girls— 
with a very meager budget. Our public 
librarian does all she can for us with her 
limited budget.” 


Need to Know Other’s Problems 


So it seems to me that perhaps our greatest 
need is to become aware of each other's 
needs and problems, to learn more about the 
other types of libraries in our state and 
what they are attempting to do for the 
people of Indiana. Many pleas were made 
for an exchange of ideas—a sharing of our 
knowledge, skills, materials, and services. 
We need to get better acquainted with each 
other, and to work together for the good 
of our various publics. 

One librarian expressed a need for co- 
ordination of. library service within her 
county. She says, “All of the libraries and 
schools would be better off if only the li- 
brarians in a county became interested in 
working together and in a friendly spirit— 
through club organization.” She further 
pledges herself to make an attempt this 
year to get better acquainted with the li- 
brarians in her own area, to accept some 
responsibility for library organization in the 
state by trying to coordinate services at the 
local level. 

“Librarians in this state do not seem to 
have a common cause,” she says. 


Areas of Cooperation 
Some specific areas of cooperation sug- 
gested in the questionnaires I received were 
(1) In the public library field: inter- 
library loans, assistance with Book Week 
activities, preparation of book lists, and 


more information about new materials avail- 
able. 

School librarians in turn, felt that they 
could better assist the public librarians by 
giving advance notice of class assignments 
requiring library materials, by giving reading 
guidance, publicizing the books of the pub- 
lic library, and informing the school faculty 
about the services of the public library. 

(2) In the college field—again the need 
for interlibrary loans was paramount, along 
with the need for reference and research 
service. School librarians, it was felt, could 
assist college and special librarians by sug- 
gesting students who might work in the 
college or special libraries, by arranging 
visits, and particularly in training students 
to use the library. 

(3) As for the State Library, the greatest 
need seemed to be in loan service, and par- 
ticularly a need to know more about how 
to obtain materials and what kinds may be 
borrowed. 


Recruiting Contribution 
Perhaps one of the most important con- 
tributions the school librarian can make to 
the overall library situation in the state is 
in recruiting. Naturally the school librarian 
is in a strategic position to do this because 

of her contacts with young people. 
However, one librarian expresses the 
thought that we might encounter a little 
difficulty along this line. She writes, “Many 
of our pupils say they would not be in- 
terested in library work because they see us 
always so busy. I wonder sometimes if I can 
appear not ‘too rushed’, in order to recruit 
young people.” The guidance clinics and 
career days that are held in most schools 
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now offer a great opportunity for librarians 
of all types of libraries to interest young 
people in the profession. This is another 
area in which we can cooperate. 


Important Cooperative Possibilities 

In summarizing the specific phases of co- 
operation which school librarians feel im- 
portant, then, these seem outstanding: 


(1) Greater exchange of information 
between librarians as to their needs, 
their specialties, their offerings and 
services available, and their prob- 
lems. 

(2) Interlibrary loans, particularly in 
the field of visual education. 

(3) Sharing of ideas, for publicity and 
promotion, bibliographies and book 
lists. 

(4) A handbook or manual (directory) 
of public, special, school, college, 
state library personnel and resources. 

(5) Furthering county or regional li- 
brary organization on a friendly, 
helpful basis, and particularly as a 
means of helping librarians who are 
untrained or have little training. © 

A statement made by one school librarian, 

it seems to me, was especially challenging: 
“Work out a definite plan for libraries, in- 
cluding public, college, special and school— 
each having definite goals and working 
together in giving library service to all 
people. Other states are working on such 
plans or have them completed. Perhaps the 
library association should finance such a 
study, or perhaps the membership could pay 
extra dues for one year—or maybe get a 
grant.” 
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Or, as one librarian says, “We need to be 
motivated by a strong desire for complete 
unity of purpose to build better libraries to 
educate our boys and girls equally well, 
throughout the state.” 


Carter Summarizes Round Tables 


During the afternoon in Round Tables, 
many of the ideas obtained from the ques- 
tionnaires were discussed. The following 
points received the most attention, and are 
here outlined in order to show the action 
and reaction of the various groups to them. 


(1) Handbook of libraries in the state 

The special libraries group urged the 
necessity of a source file of information to 
include library holdings and subject inter- 
ests, specialists and other materials. This 
group hopes to issue a special number of 
SLant to all libraries in Indiana explaining 
what they are and who they are. 


The school librarians requested a hand- 
book for all libraries with special attention 
given to the State Library and its services. 


The public libraries asked for interchange 
of information about public and school li- 
braries regarding their collections; what is 
available from special libraries; information 
about collections at the State Library and its 
services. It recommended that a list of spe- 
cial libraries be made up. 

(2) Interlibrary loans 

School librarians were interested in loans 
of package libraries and the use of extension 
division materials from the state universities. 
They recommended to the State Library that 
a concise statement of what they loan and 
how school librarians may borrow be pre- 
pared and mailed to all school librarians. 
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Most of the discussion in the public li- 
brary round table was in interlibrary loans. 
Some administrative problems connected 
with adequate supplies or wear and tear on 
the books were mentioned, but information 
about resources was agreed to be the para- 
mount need. It was agreed that the State 
Library should be the first resource. There 
is more need for information about special 
library collections and privileges. The group 
asked for a list of special libraries and what 
they have available for loan. 


The college library group asked for clari- 
fication of regulations concerning inter- 
library loans. Members thought that there 
should be more uniform adherence to the 
A. L. A. code relating to loans to under- 
graduates and thought that something could 
be devised as a modification of the code for 
Indiana libraries. 


(3) 
The special library group was particularly 
concerned with the necessity of bringing the 
Union List up to date and discussed this in 
connection with the general consideration of 
source files of information on library hold- 
ings. This group passed a resolution that 
such a large undertaking should receive the 
attention of the Action Committee. 


Union List of Serials 


It did, however, in regard to the list of 
serials at the Indianapolis Public Library, 
now outdated, resolve to ask the S. L. A. 
chapter to appoint a committee to compile 
a list of holdings, current included, of li- 
braries within the S. L. A. group, the com- 
mittee to decide on scope and mechanics. 

The college group moved that the chair- 
man appoint a committee to explore further 


the possibilities of revision of the Union 
List. 


(4) Recruiting 

School librarians promised to assist col- 
leges and universities in recruiting desirable 
persons to be sent for library training. 


The college group adopted a resolution 
endorsing librarians as counsellors to be used 
for describing the possibilities of librarian- 
ship whenever possible. 


(5) Other cooperative projects requiring 
joint action 

School librarians concentrated on the 
necessity for notifying public libraries of 
assignments, of assisting in instruction in 
the use of libraries, and giving publicity to 
public library programs. 

The public library saw possibilities in 
the preparation of catalog cards for libraries 
in a given region. Assistance in book selec- 
tion with the schools was indicated also. 


The college group moved that the Action 
Committee appoint a joint committee of 
public and college librarians to study pat- 
terns of college-public library locality re- 
lationships, going beyond but including in- 
terlibrary loans. 


Committee Recommendations 

In addition to these group proposals, the 
Library Action Committee is making two 
recommendations: 

(1) That the joint legislative commit- 
tee start work immediately on drafting the 
changes in laws for the 1951 legislature: 

(a.) Revising the 1947 library 
law wherever needed, but especially 
to clarify the township position. 


247 








(b.) Providing state aid as a 
means of equalizing library service, 
of providing money for demonstra- 
tion purposes, and improving the 
financial situation of the State Li- 
brary. 

(c.) Revising the certification 
law to make it more effective and 
binding on libraries. 

(d.) Strengthening the State Li- 
brary, by increased financial support 
and the provision of a central re- 
pository for storage of little-used 
books. 

(2) The second action recommended by 
the Library Action Committee lies in the 
realization that the scope of work herein 
indicated is so wide that we need to mobilize 
more help. It is recommended, by motion, 
that the committee be reconstituted as a 
four-way (rather than two-way) state-wide 
committee from I. L. A. I. L. T. A, the 
Indiana chapter of S. L. A. and the Indiana 
School Librarians Association, and that this 
recommendation be referred to the Executive 
Boards of I. L. A. and I. L. T. A. asking for 
prompt action on appointments, so that the 
committee work may be undertaken as 
quickly as possible. 


Begin at Grass Roots 


In conclusion, we are convinced that co- 
operation begins at the grass roots, in the 
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local libraries, right in everyone’s home town. 
Simultaneously with individual effort, larger 
plans will go forward at the state level, 
since many plans cannot be realized through 
strictly local action. 

It was also thought that the pattern for 
library service is diversified, not identical or 
uniform. This points up the necessity of 
planning close to the local situation and 
opens a tremendous opportunity for the local 
librarian to devise ways and means of serving 
according to her intimate knowledge of the 
aspirations of the community. 


Achievement Depends upon Librarian 

Efforts to achieve cooperation and co- 
ordination of library services depend to a 
great extent on the individual librarian. She 
needs all the zeal and enthusiasm she can 
muster, and must not be complacent with 
the status quo. She need not wait on the 
Library Action Committee but can, and in- 
deed should, strive continuously to put into 
operation many of the suggestions for inter- 
library cooperation contained in the three 
reports above. 

To summarize: In order to carry forward 
the planning and action already started, all 
types of libraries must work together for 
better recruiting, public relations, community 
services, professional standards, financial sup- 
port and general inter-library cooperation. 
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MIDWEST LIBRARIANS MEET 


Attendance at the A.L.A. Midwest Re- 
gional Conference at Grand Rapids, No- 
vember 9 to 12 topped that of the five 
preceding regionals with 1200 registrants 
from Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Wis- 
consin and Ontario. 

Featured guest speakers included Dorothy 
Thompson, writer and commentator, Mar- 
guerite Henry and Berta and Elmer Hader, 
1948 winners of the Newbery and Caldecott 
awards for children’s literature, Catherine 
Drinker Bowen, author, and Virginia Kirkus, 
book reviewer. 


Three Sessions on Inquiry 

Three sessions were devoted to reports of 
the Public Library Inquiry given by Dr. 
Robert D. Leigh, director of the Inquiry, and 
Dr. Alice I. Biyan, of the Social Science Re- 
search Council staff. Implications of the In- 
quiry’s recommendations were considered in 
meetings of a number of A.L.A. divisions 
and groups. 


Dorothy Thompson 

Dorothy Thompson in her address at the 
opening session Wednesday afternoon, No- 
vember 9, asserted that Germany must be 
brought into the western world, but under 
no circumstances must Germany be re-armed. 
The influence of the western world is at its 
lowest ebb in history, she said, and efforts 
must be increased to prevent Germany from 
going with Russia. In the first part of her 
talk, Miss Thompson described constructive 
effects of the Marshall plan in Greece. 
“Americans in Greece and in other Marshall 
plan countries talk less about the abundant 
life, but do something about it,” she stated. 


Errett W. McDiarmid, A.L.A. president, 
also spoke at the first general session. He 
cited the principal aims of library service as 
being to keep interest in learning alive in 
adults and to preserve the cultural and his- 
toric heritage of America. 

Marguerite Henry and her pony Misty, 
who was the inspiration for her book, Misty 
of Chincoteague, provided a high spot of the 
conference. Misty was not only number one 
exhibit at the Rand McNally exhibition 
booth, but also posed for photographers in 
the Hotel Pantlind after the Newbery-Calde- 
cott banquet, much to the amusement of 
conference delegates. 


Mrs. Henry was formally presented with 
the Newbery award for 1948’s most dis- 
tinguished contribution to children’s liter- 
ature for her book, King of the Wind, by 
Virginia Chase, president of the Children’s 
Library Association. The Haders received 
the Caldecott award for the most outstand- 
ing illustration of children’s books with their 
picture book The Big Snow. 


Catherine Drinker Bowen 

Catherine Drinker Bowen told her work- 
ing formula for writing biography at the 
closing session on Saturday. She described 
her research procedure in preparation for 
her forthcoming life of John Adams. Her 
aim in studying source materials of the 
period was to understand Adams’ character 
and the motives and ideas which influenced 
men’s actions during the early years of our 
country’s history. 


Two of the John Cotton Dana publicity 
awards were presented at this session. An 
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award for the best publicity prepared in a 
large county library went to the Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio Library, and for the most out- 
standing publicity by a large public library 
to the Milwaukee Public Library. 


Kirkus Discusses Reviewing 

The function of both the librarian and 
the book reviewer is to stimulate people to 
want to read, Virginia Kirkus told her audi- 
ence at Friday morning’s general session. She 
described her method of constructing highly 
condensed reviews, basing her evaluations 
upon the author’s stated aim in writing the 
book. Objectivity and an understanding of 
the public who will read the review are 
essential for competent book reviewing, ac- 
cording to Miss Kirkus. 

The conference banquet Wednesday night 
was another highlight of the conference with 
Roger Allen, Grand Rapids columnist and 
radio commentator, as toastmaster, Charles 
R. Sanderson, librarian, Toronto Public Li- 
brary, and John H. Moriarty, director, Pur- 
due University Library, as after-dinner 
speakers, and a musical program presented 
by the Schubert Club, Grand Rapids men’s 
glee club. Mr. Sanderson and Mr. Moriarty 
debated the relative merits of library school 
training versus the school of experience in 
a spirited and highly personal manner. 


Findings of Inquiry 
Dr. Leigh summarized the findings of the 
Public Library Inquiry at the second general 
session, naming nine areas which the library 
should develop in order to achieve its ob- 
jectives. They are: 
(1) Larger units of service with emphasis 
upon regional units, especially district 
offices of state agencies. 
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(2) Political persuasion to encourage par- 
ticipation of the state in financial sup- 
port of public library service and to 
obtain federal aid as a stimulus to state 
support. 

(3) Political leadership on the part of li- 
brary boards, librarians and citizen 
groups. 

(4) Improved management operation by 
means of increased use of technical 
and scientific skills. 

(5) Concentration on materials that provide 
accurate information, particularly gov- 
ernment publications. 


(6) Dramatization of the library's services 
to broaden its clientele. 


(7) Identification of services with groups 
in need of materials as well as with 
individuals. 


(8) Training of library technicians as dis- 
tinguished from professional librarians 
and clearer definition of the former 
group to give it recognized status. 


(9) Closer relationship between library 
schools and libraries themselves by 
means of laboratories and workshops in 
libraries adjacent to schools. 


Other phases of the Inquiry reported by 
Dr. Leigh and Dr. Bryan included library 
personnel, library users, new services, and 
library government. A list of the Inquiry’s 
published reports is given in the September 
Library Occurrent. 

At the Council meeting the Washington 
Library Association resolution accepting the 
Fourth Activities Committee report as a 
guide for study and discretionary action was 
endorsed. 
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A proposal for the re-establishment of the 
Washington office was presented by Ray- 
mond Lindquist, chairman of the Federal 
Relations Committee, whereby $2500 would 
be solicited from state library associations, 
$2000 from A.L.A. Divisions and $1000 
from individual gifts. The Ohio and Illinois 
library associations both made contributions 
to the fund at their annual meetings during 
the conference. Indiana Library Association 
voted at its December Executive Board meet- 
ing to contribute $100. 


Extension Division 


The Extension Division’s two meetings 
Saturday concerned standards for book- 
mobiles. Features agreed upon as essential 
were (1) skylights or small windows on 
sides of bus to provide maximum natural 
light (2) adeyuate artificial lighting (3) 
a heater for driver and an auxiliary heating 
unit placed half way in the bus (4) insulated 
sides, top and floor (5) adequate shelving 
with provision for books, records, films, mag- 
azines (6) charging desk in front for small 
units and front or back for larger units. 

Lena B. Nofcier, chief, Extension Division, 
State Library, Susannah B. Wood, librarian, 
New Castle-Henry County Library, and Mary 
Holmes, librarian, Logansport Public Library, 
comprised the Indiana sub-committee of the 
A.L.A. Bookmobile Standardization Commit- 
tee. Indiana librarians interested in mobile 
library units may contact Miss Nofcier for 
further information. 


A.C.R.L. Discusses Research Center 

Cooperation was the topic of the Associa- 
tion of College and Reference Libraries 
meeting. Verner Clapp, Library of Congress 


discussed the UNESCO program for biblio- 
graphic research and a proposed world bibli- 
ographical center. Ralph T. Esterquest, 
recently appointed director of the Midwest 
Inter-Library Center, Chicago, explained that 
project as an example of cooperation in the 
realm of the physical book. 

The Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People in its business meeting 
approved the following resolution regarding 
the A.L.A. Fourth Activities Committee 
Report: “Resolved that the principles of 
the Fourth Activities Report, Part II, be 
approved, but that the machinery by which 
these principles be carried out be further 
studied and that a plan be worked out to 
implement these principles.” 


Trustees Meet 

Approximately 25 trustees considered the 
Public Library Inquiry recommendations as 
they affect library boards at the Trustees 
Division luncheon, with Paul R. Benson, 
New Castle trustee, and president, Trustees 
Division, presiding. The trustees also dis- 
cussed a proposed merger with the Public 
Libraries Division. 

The A.L.A. Board on Personnel Adminis- 
tration sponsored three personnel clinics 
with panel discussions of supervision em- 
phasizing the selecting and training of 
supervisors, duties and qualifications of 
supervisors, and practical problems of super- 
vision. 

Four audio-visual sessions with film show- 
ings arranged by A.L.A.’s film specialist, Mrs. 
Patricia Blair, dealt with ways and means 
of planning for cooperative film lending 
services. 


(Continued on Page 257) 
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MIDWEST RESEARCH 
CENTER ESTABLISHED 

Indiana librarians will be interested in a 
new research project recently inaugurated in 
this area and known as the Midwest Inter- 
Library Corporation. Its headquarters will be 
a Midwest Inter-Library Center located in 
Chicago. 

Ralph T. Esterquest, University of Denver 
Libraries, has been appointed director of 
the Center. 

The establishment of this research center 
is made possible by a grant of $500,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation with the 
provision that ten initial institutions would 
participate and that a suitable site could 
be found. An additional grant of $250,000 
was made contingent upon the raising by 
June 30, 1949 of a matching $250,000, 
which sum has now been provided by the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 


Purpose of Center 

The purposes of the organization are to 
establish and to maintain a Midwest Inter- 
Library Center for the cooperative custody, 
organization, housing, servicing (and for 
some materials, ownership) of little-used 
research materials; to serve as an agency for 
encouraging coordination of acquisition 
policies among the cooperating libraries; and 
to serve as an agency to explore the possi- 
bilities for cooperative bibliographical serv- 
ices among member institutions. 

Libraries will be encouraged to. define 
their acquisition policies in special fields and 
to make known their selections to the par- 
ticipating institutions. In this way it is hoped 
that libraries in this area may provide more 
adequately and with less duplication for their 
research needs. The opportunity for ex- 





SOCIAL HYGIENE 
CONFERENCES HELD 

The Indiana Social Hygiene Association 
conducted a series of six working confer- 
ences during November in different cities 
over the state. Co-sponsors of the conferences 
with the Social Hygiene Association were 
the Indiana Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, Indiana Tuberculosis Association 
and the Indiana State Board of Health. 

“Education for Personal and Family 
Living” was the theme of the discussions and 
New Patterns for Sex Teaching by Frances 
Bruce Strain was used as the basic text. 
The conferences were designed to meet the 
needs of parents, persons and organizations 
responsible for the guidance of adults in 
their communities who seek understanding 
and practical handling of the physical, emo- 
tional and social behavior of youth due to 
the developing creative force. 

The meetings were held November 7-8 in 
West Lafayette, November 10-11 in Hunt- 
ington, November 10 at McCormick’s Creek 
State Park, November 14-15 in Columbus, 
November 17-18 in Evansville, and Novem- 
ber 29-30 in New Albany. 





change of ideas and for consideration of 
common problems which the project affords 
may serve as a milestone in the development 
of library service. 

The ten original participating libraries 
are: Northwestern, Purdue and Indiana Uni- 
versities; the Universities of Wisconsin, IIli- 
nois, Minnesota and Chicago; the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, Michigan State College, and 
the Illinois Institute of Technology. A num- 
ber of others have also expressed interest in 
the proposal. 
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LIBRARY SALARIES 


Indiana librarians receive the nation’s 
average annual salaries, according to a pre- 
liminary report of the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics survey conducted early this year 
in cooperation with the A.L.A. 

The Great Lakes region, of which Indiana 
is a part, stands fourth in rank with an 
average annual salary of $2575 for all em- 
ployees, $3075 for professional and $1950 
for nonprofessional librarians. National 
averages are $2575 for all employees, $3050 
for professional and $1975 for nonprofes- 
sionals. Other states in the Great Lakes 
group are Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

Highest salaries are paid in the border 
states, including Delaware, Kentucky, Mary- 
land, Virginia, West Virginia, and District 
of Columbia, the latter with its high pro- 
portion of librarians working for the federal 
government. Figures for this group are 
$2775 for all employees, $3575 for profes- 
sional and $2425 for nonprofessional. The 
Pacific coast ranks second and the middle 
Atlantic states third. 


In annual salaries paid in public libraries 
alone, the Great Lakes region places a little 
higher than average with $2425 for all 
employees, $2925 for professional and $1975 
for clerical. On the average public library 
salaries were lower than those of other types 
of libraries. 

Information for the survey was collected 
by means of a mail questionnaire filled out 
by members of representative library staffs 
throughout the country. Indiana State 
Library was one of the libraries chosen to 
participate. 


NEW GENEALOGY 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
The Indianapolis Public Library has an- 
nounced the establishment of the Eugene 
Haslet Darrach Memorial Library, a genea- 
logical collection which will be housed in 
the Genealogy Division of the Indiana State 
Library and serviced cooperatively with the 
Division. The collection is made possible 
by a substantial gift from the late Mrs. 
Darrach in memory of her husband. 
Purchases of books, microfilms and other 
genealogy materials will be made by the 
Public Library upon the recommendation of 
the State Library's Genealogy Division. In 
this way unnecessary duplication of items 
will be avoided and a more extensive collec- 
tion can be made available to patrons of 
both libraries. 


The Darrach Library will emphasize 
regional genealogy, focusing primarily on 
materials relating to Indiana, those relating 
to the Eastern and Southern origins cf 
Indiana families, and matcrials helpful in 
tracing western migrations of Indiana 
families. It is hoped that copies of such 
records as births, marriages, deaths, wills, 
and deeds may be obtained from as many 
Indiana counties as possible to provide a 
reasonably comprehensive library of Indiana 
records pertinent to genealogical research. 

This joint enterprise undertaken by two 
Indianapolis libraries is of particular signi- 
ficance professionally as an example of 
library cooperation to provide a specialized 
service superior to that which either institu- 
tion might furnish independently. 
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NEWS NOTES FROM INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Prepared by Extension Division, Indiana State Library 


Mrs. Ethel Peck, librarian of the ALEX- 
ANDRIA Public Library, announces the ap- 
pointment of two new apprentices to the 
local library. Jean Craig will assist in the 
adult department while Frances Wright 
will work in the children’s department. 
These new recruits will work without pay 
until they have learned library procedures. 
Bert Thompson, former apprentice, left to 
enter Ball State Teachers College, Muncie, 
where he is majoring in social science and 
library science and working in the college 
library. 

Marjorie Runyan, formerly assistant in 
the AURORA Public Library, has been ap- 
pointed acting librarian during the leave 
of absence granted Mrs. Irma Schockely. 

Dr. Robert A. Miller, director of li- 
braries at INDIANA UNIVERSITY, has an- 
nounced the addition, to the Special Col- 
lections Department of 50,000 letters deal- 
ing with early Indiana history. A gift of 
Mrs. Edward A. Rumely of LaPorte, the 
manuscripts cover the period from 1809 to 
1924. 

A collection of costume dolls representing 
children in native costumes from foreign 
countries was presented for use in the 
BOONEVILLE Public Library to Mrs. Maude 
Kiper, librarian, by the local chapter of the 
Tri Kappa Sorority. The dolls were used 
in the Book Week celebration. 

About a year ago at the suggestion of 
Hazel Warren, the CAMBRIDGE CITy Library 
Board and Mrs. Charles Morris, librarian, 
began planning a teen-age section for the 


library. With the assistance of civic groups 
who generously cooperated in providing 
comfortable and durable furniture, the pro- 
ject has been completed. From Cambridge 
City also. comes the news of a gift of $5,000 
to the library from the estate of Mrs. Minnie 
Ballenger, former resident. The MILTON 
Branch of the Cambridge City Library has 
undergone a complete renovation and re- 
decoration process. The exterior of the 
building was repainted, and the interior 
finished in ivory and green. 

Evelyn Millspaugh, acting librarian at 
the ELwoop Public Library, was the guest 
speaker at the Elwood Department Club 
early this fall. Her topic was “How the Li- 
brary Can Serve You.” 


A sum of $10,000 to be used for the pur- 
chase of books as a memorial to Fabius M. 
Finch, pioneer attorney of Franklin and 
Johnson Counties, has been willed to the 
FRANKLIN Public Library by Charles N. 
Thompson, former Indianapolis attorney and 
state senator. Mrs. Arah Burgett is the 
acting librarian at Franklin. 


Anna Phillips, Gas Crty librarian, spoke 
on the history and facilities of the library to 
the Beta Latreian Club this fall. 


Martha Hann, former staff member of 
the KEELER Branch of the HAMMOND Pub- 
lic Library, has accepted the post of chil- 
dren’s librarian at Garfield Heights, a sub- 
urb of Cleveland, Ohio. 

The new public relations director for the 
INDIANAPOLIS Public Library is Dorothy 
Knisely. A graduate of Wellesley College, 
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Miss Knisely had served in a public relations 
capacity for the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra before assuming her new duties. 
Amanda Browning, children’s librarian at 
BRIGHTWOOD Branch, resigned to take a 
position at the library in the Indiana State 
Teachers College at Terre Haute. Mrs. Ruth 
Beattie Johnson, former children’s librarian 
at HAWTHORNE Branch, is now at the Uni- 
versity Library, Louisiana University at Baton 
Rouge, La. 

Alice Mackey, graduate of the University 
of Minnesota, is now a member of the staff 
of the INDIANAPOLIS Public Library. Miss 
Mackey replaces Mrs. Ernestine Rose, hos- 
pital librarian, who resigned Oct. 22. 


The KENDALLVILLE Library Board has 
named Mrs. Zoe Stalcup of Jersey City, 
New Jersey, as assistant to Lucille Wil- 
liams, librarias.. Mrs. Stalcup’s experience 
has included some years in the book depart- 
ment of the Macey Store, New York City. 

Renovating the WOLCOTTVILLE Public 
Library, a branch of the LAGRANGE COUNTY 
Library system, was made a community affair. 
With the Town Board providing materials, 
interested citizens donating labor, a repaint 
job was completed in half a day. The Com- 
munity Club plans to provide new furniture. 
Mrs. Hazel Baker is in charge of the Wol- 
cottville Branch. 

The PLYMOUTH Public Library is the 
grateful recipient of a book truck presented 


by the local Tri Kappa chapter in late Au- 
gust. Esther K. Spitler, librarian, accepted 
the book truck for the library. 


Sylvia Taylor, librarian of the PORTLAND- 
Jay County library, was guest speaker at 
the Portland Kiwanis Club meeting in Oc- 
tober. The growth of the library and its 
extension of services through school, stations 
and bookmobile, was presented to the group. 

The RUSHVILLE Public Library, Mrs. 
Thelma Hungerford, librarian, combined 
teen-age activities with publicity for Book 
Week when it sponsored a Book Week 
poster contest for Junior and Senior High 
School students. 

Helen Snyder, Canadian, Texas, joined 
the staff of the Business and Industrial De- 
partment of the SOUTH BEND Public Library 
in September. Miss Snyder, a graduate of 
the Columbia University Library School 
returned last year from a two-year tour of 
duty as an army librarian in Japan. 

On September first, Pauline Simmons of 
Winchester assumed the position of librarian 
in the TIPTON COUNTY library. Miss Sim- 
mons, a graduate of Illinois University Li- 
brary School, came to Tipton from the Atchi- 
son County Library at Rock Port, Missouri. 
She has also had experience with the book- 
mobile department in Dayton, Ohio. Since 
the resignation of Olive Weaver in June 
1948, Mrs. Paul Richman, assistant, had 
been acting librarian. 





since 1943, 


died September 7, 1949. 





NECROLOGY 
Albert S. Wiggs, Carlisle Public Library Board member, died October 3, 
1949. Mr. Wiggs had been a member of the board since 1942 and president 


Charles G. Park, trustee, Bluffton Wells County Public Library since 1938, 
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CURRENT ADDITIONS FOR INDIANA COLLECTION 
Some Books and Pamphlets about Indiana or by Hoosier Authors, 
Compiled by HAZEL W. HOPPER, Indiana Division, State Library 


BANTA, RICHARD E. The Ohio. Illustrated 
by Edward Shenton. (Rivers of America 
Series) 1949. 592p. Rinehart, $5.00. 

The history of a river is the history of the 

people who live and work on it. Mr. Banta 

has given us the history of the Ohio Valley 
from the time of the mound builders to the 
age of the large industrial cities which border 
the banks of the river. He tells of the culture, 
the beliefs and customs of the people, of their 
entertainments and social problems. The book 
is written in a very readable style and is 
illustrated with black and white sketches. The 
author is well known to Indiana librarians 
through his recent compilation Indiana Au- 
thors and Their Books, published by Wabash 
College. 


HAMILTON, HARRY. Thunder in the Wilder- 


ness. 1949. 304p. Bobbs, $3.00. 

Thunder in the Wilderness is an historical 

novel about the French and the Indians in 

the Mississippi Valley in the 1760's. It is a 

romantic novel, the chief character being 

Michel, the son of an Indian woman and 

Paul Duclas, a wealthy French trader. Part 

of the plot takes place in the Vincennes region 

of Indiana. 

HARVEY, ROWLAND HILL. Robert Owen, 
Social Idealist. 1949. 269p. University 
of California Press, cloth $3.75, Paper 
$2.75. 

Here is a new biography of Robert Owen, 

social reformer, and founder of the New 

Harmony movement. The author has discussed 

the factors which influenced Owen to establish 

his socialistic community, the community itself 
and its ultimate failure. The book has numer- 
ous footnotes and a bibliography. 

LEAHY, FRANK. Notre Dame Football; the 

“T” Formation. 1949. 244p. Prentice 

Hall, $2.25. 
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Frank Leahy, makes an analysis of the 
famous Notre Dame “T” formation play and 
blueprints the coaching methods and strategy 
which have made his teams the scourge of 
college gridirons. The book is generously il- 
lustrated with sixty four charts of plays and 
twenty-three photographs. 


LONG, LAURA. Oliver Hazard Perry, Boy of 


the Sea. Illustrated by Paul Luane. 
(Childhood of Famous Americans 
series) 1949. 192p. Bobbs, $1.75. 


This story of the boyhood of the famous 
American naval officer is Mrs. Long’s first 
contribution to the Childhood of Famous 
Americans series, but she has had long ex- 
perience in writing juvenile stories. Her home 
is in Columbus. 


MITCHELL, MINNIE BELL. James Whitcomb 


Riley as I Knew Him. 1949. 224p. 

Greenfield, Old Swimmin’ Hole Press, 

$3.50. 
Here is a welcomed contribution to the Riley 
centennial year. Mrs. Mitchell’s book was 
written in response to many requests to know 
more about the Greenfield life of Riley. The 
author is well qualified to write such a bi- 
ography for she was a neighbor and friend 
of the Riley family for many years, and a 
member of a group of young folks, including 
the Riley brothers and sisters, who shared 
in the social life of Greenfield. She also 
gathered much of her information from old 
friends of Mr. Riley, and her late husband, 
John F. Mitchell, had been a schoolmate and 
life-long friend of the Hoosier poet. 


PECKHAM, HOWARD H. and SNYDER, 


SHIRLEY, editors. Letters from Fighting 
Hoosiers: Indiana in the World War, 
volume 2. 1948. 406p. Indiana War 
History Commission, $5.00. 
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These letters from Hoosier soldiers fighting in 
all theatres of the war give a descriptive history 
of World War II. They tell what the soldiers 
saw, what they ate, what they did, and how 
they felt. It is history written contemporane- 
ously by the participants themselves. The 
book is for sale by the Indiana War History 
Commission, Bloomington. Dr. Lynn Turner 
is Director of the Commission. 


TARKINGTON, BOOTH. Your Amiable Uncle; 
Letters to his Nephews. Illustrated with 
original sketches. 1949. 192p. Bobbs, 
$2.75. 

Booth Tarkington made his first trip abroad 
during the years of 1903 and 1904, and so 
that his young nephews at home could share in 
his fun and excitement he wrote these delight- 
ful letters to them. He tells of his lively first 
impressions of European scenes and makes 
“humorous comparisons to their familiar neigh- 
borhoods in the Hoosier Capital.” 


Mr. Tarkingtor''s first ambition had been to be 
an artist and he shows his skill in this field 
with the clever cartoons of the things he saw 
along the trip. These are used to illustrate 
the book. 


WAGONER, JEAN BROWN. Abigail Adams; 
a Girl of Colonial Days. Ilustrated by 
Sandra James. (Childhood of Famous 
Americans series) 1949. 186p. Bobbs 
$1.75. 

Mrs. Wagoner, an Indianapolis author, has 
told the story of the childhood of Abigail 
Smith, who grew up to marry a lawyer named 
John Adams, to head a prominent American 
family, and to share the life of an important 
public figure of United States history. She 
was the wife of one American president, and 

Mrs. 

written, several other biographies 


the mother of another. Brown has 
for the 


popular Childhood of Famous Americans series. 


MIDWEST LIBRARIANS 
(Continued from Page 251) 


The American Association of School Li- 
brarians at its business meeting went on 
record in favor of the formation of an 
autonomous organization of school librarians 
within the present A.L.A. framework with 
a full time executive secretary and an official 
publication, with provision that the present 
working relationship with the sections of 
the Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People be continued. Sentiment 
favored rejection of the Fourth Activities 
Committee report, Part II. June Labb, li- 
brarian, Lew Wallace school, Gary, was pro- 
gram chairman of A.AS.L. for this region. 

Recruiting 

Recruiting activities of the midwest states 
were reported at a recruitment breakfast 
sponsored by the Joint Committee on Library 
Work as a Career. Dan A. Williams, 
Indiana’s recruiting chairman, summarized 
Indiana’s projects. These include the appoint- 
ment this year of county coordinators who 
are working with schools and youth groups 
in the presentation of librarianship on 
career conference programs, the preparation 
of news releases for distribution to local 
newspapers, and the establishment of a state- 
wide speakers bureau. 

A regional group representing the 
National Association of State Libraries dis- 
cussed plans for a survey of library services 
maintained by state governments to serve as 
the basis for a study of library organization 
and administration at the state level. 

Harold F. Brigham, director, State Library, 
was a member of the conference planning 
committee with Ralph A. Ulveling, Detroit, 
and Ruth W. Gregory, Waukegan, Illinois. 
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INDIANA DOCUMENTS AT THE STATE LIBRARY 
August, 1949-October, 1949 
Compiled by VERA GREY ANDERSON, Catalog Division, State Library 


Items starred (*) are distributed by the State 
Library. Items not starred are often available at 
the office of issue. Offices are located in Indi- 
anapolis unless otherwise indicated. Dagger (t+) 
indicates non-current publications. 

ACCOUNTS, STATE BOARD OF. . 
County auditors’ bulletin, nos. 58, 59, Sep- 
tember 1, October 1, 1949. 2 nos. Pro- 
cessed. 

The Examiner, v.8, nos. 8-10, August-Oc- 
tober, 1949. 3 nos. Processed. 

Township trustees bulletin, nos. 39, 40, 
September 1, October 1, 1949. 2 nos. Pro- 
cessed. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL. 

Indiana national guardsmen, v.1, no. 6, 
September, 1949. 4p. 

AERONAUTICS COMMISSION. 

Indiana aero-notes, v.2, nos. 10, 11, Sep- 
tember, October, 1949. 2 nos. Processed. 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE COMMISSION. 
Report, 1947/48. [Preprinted}] from Year 
book, 1948, p. 731-753. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

In the Appellate Court of Indiana. Appeal 

from the Marion Probate Court. Cleon H. 

Foust, Attorney General of the State of 

Indiana, appellant, v. The William E. Eng- 

lish Foundation . . . appellee. Appellant’s 

brief. [1948] 13l1p. 

Official opinions, nos. 75-79, 81-101, 103- 

105, August 3-October 24, 1949. 29 nos. 
AUDITOR. 

Annual report, 1946/47. 120p. 


BUDGET DEPT. 
*Budget report for the biennium July 1, 
1949 to June 30, 1951. 94p. 
CENTRAL STATE HOosPITAL, Indianapolis. 
*100th annual report, 1947/48. 75p. 


COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRY AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS, DEPT. OF. 

Release, June 30, 1949. [1p.} Processed. 

CONSERVATION, DEPT. OF. 
Outdoor Indiana, v. 16, no. 9, September, 
1949. 20p. 
Entomology, Division of. Report, 1947/48, 
and list of nurserymen for 1948. 22p. 
Fish and Game, Division of. Indiana Pitt- 
man-Robertson wildlife research report, v.10, 
no.2, July, 1949. 152p. Processed. 
Geology, Division of, Bloomington. Price 
list, Division of Geology publications. Re- 
vised April 1949. 15p. Publications of the 
Division and its predecessors, 1859-1949, 
including those now out of print. 
Oil and Gas Division. Oil and gas drilling 
report, July-September, 1949. 3 nos. Pro- 
cessed. 
Public Relations, Division of. Releases, May 
5-October 13, 1949. 25 nos. Processed. 

ECONOMIC COUNCIL. 
News bulletin, nos. 54-57, June-September, 
1949. 4 nos. Processed. 

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DIVISION. 
Cooperative report of Indiana employment 
and payroll trends {in cooperation with U. S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics} v.2, nos. 6-8, 
June-August, 1949. 3 nos. Processed. 
Research and Statistics Section. Monthly 
summary of Division activities, July, Aug- 
ust, 1949. 2 nos. Processed. 

HEALTH, STATE BOARD OF. 
Impetigo, skin disease. [1948] folder (4p.) 
Influenza, flu. [1948] folder (6p.) 
Information regarding the prevention of 
communicable diseases. 1949. [4p.] 
Lice, human parasites. [1948] folder (6p.) 
Monthly bulletin, v.52, nos.7-9, July-Sep- 
tember, 1949. 3 nos. 
Sanitary Engineering, Division of. Sewage 
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gas, a publication for sewage treatment 
plant operators, [v.12, no.2}] Summer, 1949. 
23p. Processed. 
HIGHWAY COMMISSION. 
Annual report, 1946/47. 98p. 
Annual report, 1947/48. 98p. 
Detour bulletin, July 15, 22, 29, August 
5, 12, 19, 26, September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 
October 7, 14, 1949. 14 nos. Processed. 
Road Construction, Department of. Manual 
for Batcher plant inspectors and weighmen. 
1949. 19p. 
HISTORICAL BUREAU. 
Hoosier folklore, v.8, no.2-3, June-Septem- 
ber, 1949. p.37-68. 
Indiana history bulletin, v. 26, nos.8,9, 
August, September, 1949. 2 nos. 
INDIANA Boys’ SCHOOL, Plainfield. 
Indiana Boys’ School herald, v.49, nos.9, 10, 
August, October, 1949. 2 nos. 
INDIANA SCHOOL For THE BLIND. 
*102nd annual report, 1947/48. 64p. 
INDIANA SOLDJ&RS’ AND SAILORS’ CHIL- 
DRENS HOME, Knightstown. 
The Home journal, v.61, nos.13-17, August- 
October, 1949. 5 nos. 
INDIANA STATE DAIRY ASSOCIATION. 
*59th annual report, 1948. 113p. 
INDIANA STATE EMPLOYMENT SERVICE. 
Indianapolis employment service bulletin, 
v.1, nos.2-5, July-October, 1949. 4 nos. 
Processed. 
INDIANA STATE FAIR. 
Fine arts catalogue, 1949. [12p.} 


INDIANA STATE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF. 
*+102nd annual report, 1944/45. 65p. 
*+103rd annual report, 1945/46. 55p. 

INDIANA WOMAN’S PRISON. 

*76th annual report of the Indiana Woman’s 
Prison and the 4lst annual report of the 
Correctional Department, 1947/48. 24p. 

LABOR, DIVISION OF. 

Women and Children, Bureau of. Laws 
relating to the employment of women and 


children and rules and regulations for issu- 
ing certificates. 1949. 7I1p. 
LEGISLATIVE BUREAU. 
Divorce laws of Indiana. [1949] 7p. Pro- 
cessed. 
LOGANSPORT STATE HOSPITAL, Logansport. 
*60th year, 1947/48. 84p. 
MINES AND MINING, BUREAU OF, Terre 
Haute. 
Fatalities, July & August, 1949. [3p.}] Pro- 
cessed. 
MOTOR VEHICLES, BUREAU OF. 
Acts of 1949 {relating to motor vehicles} 
15p. 
Safety Responsibility and Driver Improve- 
ment, Division of. Indiana motor vehicle 
safety responsibility and driver improvement 
act. 1947 amended 1949. 46p. 
NuRSES’ REGISTRATION AND NURSING 
EDUCATION, STATE BOARD OF. 
Regulations for Indiana accredited schools of 
nursing and for registration of nurses. Ap- 
proved July 26, 1949. 30p. 
POLICE, STATE. 
The Shield, v.1, no.4, Fall, 1949. 40p. 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, DEPT. OF. 
Abundant foods notice, [September] 1949. 
{6p.]} Processed. 
Bulletin, no.169 revised, 1949. A guide 
to teaching farm accounting in Indiana 
schools, by J. O. Dunbar and R. W. Schoeff. 
74p. 
Indiana educational activities, v.2, nos.1, 2, 
September 15, October 15, 1949. 2 nos. 
Processed. 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. 
tIn the Supreme Court of the United States, 
October term, 1947. Panhandle Eastern 
Pipe Line Co., appellant, v. The Public 
Service Commission of Indiana, et al., ap- 
pellees . . . Brief for appellee. [1947] 66p. 
PUBLIC WELFARE, DEPT. OF. 
Public welfare in Indiana, v. 59, nos. 7-9, 
July-September, 1949. 3 nos. 
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STATE, DEPT. OF. 
Annual election report, 1948. Primary and 
general elections statistics. [Preprinted} from 
Year book, 1948, p.1180-1309. 
STATE LIBRARY. 
*Library occurrent, v.16, no.7, September, 
1949. p.193-224. 
STATE REVENUE, DEPT. OF. 
Inheritance Tax Division. Indiana inher- 
itance tax law, as amended, annotated. With 
tules and regulations, 1949. Effective Aug. 
30, 1949. 101p. 
SUPREME COURT. 
Rules of the Supreme Court of Indiana for 
admission to the bar and concerning at- 
torneys. Effective February 16, 1949. 12p. 
TAX COMMISSIONERS, STATE BOARD OF. 
+46th annual conference of the State Board 
of Tax Commissioners and county and 
elected township assessors, January 6-8, 
1947. 135p. 
48th annual conference, State Board of Tax 
Commissioners and county and elected town- 
ship assessors, January 4-6, 1949. 82p. 
Report, 1947/48. [Preprinted] from Year 
book, 1948, p.1365-1375. 
UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS—INDI- 
ANA DEPT. OF. 
General orders, series 1949-50, no. 1, July 
25, 1949. folder (5p.) 
VETERANS AFFAIRS, DEPT. OF. 
Indiana veterans’ review, v.4, no.3, July- 
August, 1949. 4p. 
Training institutions approved by the State 
Approval Committee. Supplements to June 
30, 1949. Processed. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, DIVISION OF. 
Laws governing weights and measures and 
weighing and measuring devices. [1949] 
72p. 


COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


BALL STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, Muncie. 
Indiana social studies quarterly, v.5, no.1, 
Autumn, 1949. 18p. 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY, Bloomington. 
Bulletin (official series), v.47, no.21, June, 
1949. Catalog number [1949/50] 634p. 
Catalog number, [1949/50} 1949. 634p. 
(Its Bulletin, v.47, no.21) 

Financial report, 1947/48. 231p. 

Indiana School of the Sky. A series of 
fifteen-minute public service radio broad- 
casts to the schools and the people of Indiana 
and neighboring states . . . [Teachers man- 
ual, 1949/50} Produced by Indiana Uni- 
versity with the co-operation of State De- 


partment of Education of Indiana. 1949. 
47p. 
Publications: Social science series, no.6, 


1949. Greek monetary developments, 1939- 
1948. A case study of the consequences of 
World War II for the monetary system of a 
small nation, by Dimitrios Delivanis and 
William C. Cleveland. 196p. 
Business, School of. Business Research, Bu- 
reau of. Indiana business review, v.24, nos. 
5-10, May-October, 1949. 6 nos. 
Drama Loan Service. Stage door; theatre 
notes issued monthly November to May, 
v.13 [ie.14} no.1, October, 1949. [3p.]} Pro- 
cessed. 
Education, School of. Bulletin, v.25, no.4, 
July, 1949. Music in the elementary schools 
in Indiana, by Thurber H. Madison, Doro- 
thy G. Kelley, and William H. Fox. 64p. 
English Department. The Folio, v.15, no. 
1, October, 1949. 64p. 
Extension Division. Audio-visual Center. 
Bulletin, v.9, no.1, October, 1949. 10p. 
Processed. 
History, Department of. Indiana magazine 
of history, v.45, no.3, September, 1949. 
p.221-326. 
Public Discussion, Bureau of. Package li- 
brary briefs, v.6, no.1, October, 1949. 5p. 
Processed. 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY, Lafayette. 
Bulletin, v.49, no.5, May, 1949. Educational 
opportunities for women at Purdue. 68p. 
Bulletin, v.49, no.5a, May, 1949. Report 
of the auditor of student organizations for 
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the year ending June 30, 1948. 224p. Pro- 
cessed. 
Bulletin, v.49, no.6, June, 1949. The 
graduate school. Announcements for the 
sessions of 1949/50. 169p. 
Purdue news, v.21, no.1, September, 1949. 
Programs, The Purdue University School of 
the Air. 6th year, 1949/50. 18p. 
Purdue news, v.21, no.2, October, 1949. 
Financial aid for students. 39p. 
Agricultural Experiment Station. Circular 
no.313 (Rev.) August, 1949. The Indiana 
seed law and how to comply with it. 12p. 
ERR ee oe Circular, no.314 [Rev.} Octo- 
ber, 1949. The Indiana fertilizer law and 
how to comply with it. 7p. 
Stee Oe: Circular, no.347 [1949] Plan 
the dairy program around quality roughages. 
20p. 
reriiate ee Circular, no.349, April, 1949. 
Brucellosis of swine. 8p. 
RRR ERS Circular, no.351, April, 1949. 
Inspection of commercial feeding stuffs. 56p. 
ee net eA » Circular, no.352, May, 1949. 
Inspection of commercial fertilizers. 48p. 
eee paar Circular, no.353, 1949. Open- 
pedigree corn hybrids for Indiana. 8p. 
Sy tae Agricultural Statistics, Depart- 
ment of. Indiana crops and livestock, nos. 
286-289, July 1-October 1, 1949. 4 nos. 
Agricultural Extension, Department of. Ex- 
tension bulletin, no.346, 1949. How to 
gtade hardwood sawlogs, by A. M. Herrick. 
7p. 
so pwrass aguas Extension bulletin, no.347, 
{1949] Freezing prepared foods, by Lois 
Oberhelman. 8p. Cover-title: Frozen cooked 
foods. 
Co ren Extension bulletin, no.348, 
{1949} Turkey raising in Indiana, by Alex 
Gordeuk and J. Holmes Martin. 20p. 
RR na ve Extension bulletin, no.349, 
{1949} 4-H home improvement, by Blanche 
Zaring. 51p. 
5 Leah Extension bulletin, no.350, 
{1949} Basic stitches, hems and seams, by 
Frieda C. Stoll and Meta E. Martin. 20p. 
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SU Wetedey Extension bulletin, no.351, Oc- 
tober, 1948. Pruning practices for Indiana 
apple orchards, by C. L. Burkholder. 36p. 
Meee iehy Pot i Extension bulletin, no.352 
{1949} Insects, how to collect, preserve and 
identify them, by G. E. Lehker and H. O. 
Deay. 34p. 

* Saad ... Extension bulletin, 0.353 
{1949] Sheep management, by Henry Mayo 
and W. T. Anderson. 16p. 

Se oe SS Leaflet, no.300 [1949] Pre- 
serve your posts with Penta, by C. S. 
Walters. 16p. Reprinted from University of 
Illinois, College of Agriculture, Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home Economics, 
Circular no.636. 

a ae ee Leaflet, no.301 [1949] How 
to trap moles, by Galen C. Oderkirk and 
Milton Caroline. folder (6p.) 

Mok eo rab Leaflet, no.302 [1949] Hints 
on buying eggs, by J. W. Sicer. [4p.] 
Agriculture, School of. Economic and mar- 
keting information for Indiana farmers, 
August 15-October 10, 1949. 3 nos. 

Civil Engineering, School of. Highway ex- 
tension news, issued by School of Civil Engi- 
neering and Technical Extension Division, 
v.17, no.12, August, 1949; v.18, nos,1, 2, 
September, October, 1949. 3 nos. Processed. 
Fa heicaph trata Sanitary engineering news, 
issued by School of Civil Engineering and 
Engineering Extension Department, v.6, 
nos.5-10, May-October, 1949. 6 nos. Pro- 
cessed. 

English, Department of. Purdue English 
notes, v.3, no.l, October, 1949. 6p. Pro- 
cessed. 

Library. Pulse. Purdue University Libraries 
Service, no.37, July 15, 1949. [2p.} Pro. 
cessed. 

Public Safety Institute. Indiana fire service 
bulletin, v.6, nos.5&6-9, May-June—Septem- 
ber-October, 1949. 4 nos. Processed. 
Purdue Musical Organizations. PMO notes, 
February-October, 1949. 7nos. Processed. 
Sanitary Engineering, Division of. Proceed- 
ings of the Swimming Pool Operators Con- 








INDIANA STATE LIBRARY 
A BRIEF HISTORY 
(Continued from Page 227) 

In recent years the library sponsored a 
project to index personal names in materials 
relating to Indiana towns and counties. Lists 
were issued by areas and copies made avail- 
able to the largest library in each area 
represented. 

Compilations of important Indiana library 
laws have been issued from time to time, 
and much of the material issued by the 
Indiana Library Association and Indiana 
Library Trustees Association is processed 
at the State Library, including in 1948 the 
Indiana Library Trustee’s Own Manual. 

A handbook entitled Aids to Genealogical 
Research has been issued by the Genealogy 
Division. 

Housing 

Housed at various periods in the old state 
house, in an office building and again in 
the state house, the library acquired a per- 
manent home in 1933 when the Indiana 
Library and Historical Building was com- 
pleted. 

Libraries of two societies are housed in 
the building, that of the Indiana Academy 
of Science having been placed in the custody 
of the State Library in 1898, and its ex- 
change activities carried on there since. 
The William Henry Smith Memorial Library, 
the. property of the Indiana Historical 
Society, was assigned quarters in 1934 and 
maintains its own staff. 


Objectives 
The State Library exists to serve as a 
reference center for state offices, to serve 
as an archival and documents center, to 
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preserve the history of the state, to supple- 
ment the collections of other libraries, to 
assist in the coordination of library resources 
in Indiana, and to promote the establishment 
and maintenance of adequate local library 
service throughout the state in the form of 
public, school, and institutional libraries. 





INDIANA DOCUMENTS 
(Continued from Page 261) 


ference held at Purdue University, May 20- 
21, 1949. Sponsored by Purdue University, 
Division of Sanitary Engineering, Indiana 
State Board of Health, Division of Sanitary 
Engineering. 43, IlIp. 

Speech, Department of. The Hoosier speaker, 
published by the Department and the Tech- 
nical Extension Division, v.8, no.4, May, 
1949. 6p. Processed. 

Technical Extension Division. News and 
calendar, v.5, nos.5,6, May, June, 1949. 
2 nos. Processed. 

en aes Off-campus catalog, 1949/50. 


a eee Technical Institutes catalog, 
1949/50. 36p. 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY-INDIANA UNIVERSITY. 
Community teamwork. A news letter about 
adult education for Hoosiers. 
Purdue-Indiana University Community Serv- 
ices in Adult Education, Lafayette, Indiana, 
v.1, no.7, May, 1949. [4p.] 





DEBATE BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The Reference Division, State Library, 
announces that a bibliography of books, 
magazine articles and pamphlets on the 
1949-50 high school debate subject has been 
prepared by Mrs. Dorothy Blair. Copies are 
available upon request to the Division. The 
debate topic is: “Resolved that the President 
of the United States should be elected by 
direct vote of the people.” 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE 


Edited by MRS. RUTH HUGHES SCOTT, Librarian 
Horace Mann Elementary School, Gary 








GARY’S SCHOOL PROGRAM 


By JOSEPHINE WALSH, School Consultant, Gary Public Library 


For several years the Gary Public Library 
through its Extension Department has given 
service to city and township schools. As 
more and more teachers took advantage of 
this service, an increase in staff became nec- 
essary, and in 1948 a professionally trained 
librarian was appointed as school consultant. 
Last year 130,820 books were loaned to the 
more than 80 schools in the library service 
area. 


Consultant’s Responsibility 


The school consultant’s primary responsi- 
bility is to serve as a contact between teach- 
ers and the library. Last fall, accompanied 
by the head of the Extension Department, 
she visited these schools and talked with the 
principals and teachers about reading inter- 
ests of the students. As curriculum needs de- 
velop, teachers order books and pictures from 
the Extension Department and often come 
to the Department for personal assistance. 
The school consultant works with the super- 
visor of children’s work and the head of the 
Reference Department to provide the teach- 
ers with materials desired. 

A few examples of the requests which the 
school consultant receives are: “My first 
grade pupils have become interested in the 


hibernation of animals in the winter. I won- 
der if you have some books containing ma- 
terial about hibernation which they can 
read?” “I’m planning a unit for my fourth 
grade on ‘Gary and its relation to the world, 
can you help me find some books about this 
subject?” Or, “I have a seventh grade class 
but some of my pupils have only a first 
and second grade reading ability. Do you 
know of any easy, yet mature reading mate- 
rial that will appeal to them?” “Do you 
have any pictures of clouds which will help 
to illustrate a unit on weather?” 


Inquiries Aid Book Selection 


These inquiries give the supervisor of 
children’s work and the Extension Depart- 
ment librarians a basis for book selection 
and thus insure the purchase of more suit- 
able books. Teachers are encouraged to come 
to the Department to examine the collection 
and personally to select the books for their 
classroom, because only they know the indi- 
vidual interests, abilities, and attitudes of 
their students. 


Furnish Bibliographies 
With the assistance of the supervisor of 


children’s work, the school consultant fur- 
(Continued on Page 264) 
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LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


ISTA SECTIONS MEET 


School library sections of the Indiana State 
Teachers Association met October 27 and 28 
in Gary, South Bend, Fort Wayne and 
Indianapolis. Among topics discussed at the 
meetings were recruiting projects, the A.L.A. 
Fourth Activities Committee proposals on 
A.L.A. reorganization, and the creation of a 
scholarship or loan fund by the Indiana 
School Librarians Association. 

Contributions of $150 were received from 
the four sections to establish a scholarship or 
loan fund for high school graduates who 
wish to take library training. The I.S.L.A. 
plans to administer this fund as a recruiting 
project. 


Announcements were made regarding the 
student librarians conference scheduled for 
December 3 and 4 on the Indiana Univer- 
sity campus at Bloomington. This confer- 
ence was planned to further the organization 


of the proposed state association of student 
library assistants. Public library pages, as 
well as high school student assistants, are 
invited to become members of this associa- 
tion. Persons interested are asked to contact 
Margaret Griffin, librarian, Mishawaka High 
School Library. 

Officers elected at the four section meet- 
ings are: Central Section; president, Ruth 
McLaughlin, Lebanon High School; vice 
president, Thelma Stout, Speedway High 
School; secretary-treasurer, Rowena Standi- 
ford, Sellersburg: North Central Section; 
president, Dorothy Reed, Culver High 
School; vice president, Pearl Day, Oliver 
Junior High School, South Bend; secretary- 


treasurer, Alma Strehlo, Michigan City 
Junior High School: Northeastern; president, 
Marguerite Stultz, Columbia City High 
School; vice president, Hildreth Sweeny, 
Garrett High School;  secretary-treasurer, 
Eleanor Humphrey, Decatur High School; 
Northwestern Section: president, Anabel 
Sproat, Thomas Edison School, Hammond; 
vice president, Mercedes Graham, Lew 
Wallace School, Gary; secretary-treasurer, 
Annabel McKinney, Oliver P. Morton Junior 
High School, Hammond. 





SCHOOL CONSULTANT 
(Continued from Page 263) 
nishes bibliographies and book lists for the 
teachers. She keeps abreast of current de- 
velopments in the education field by follow- 
ing current periodicals and reviews of new 
publications. 

Guidance and advice in book selection is 
given to smaller schools that have no librar- 
ian. Larger schools having libraries receive 
a similar service when requested. As a pro- 
fessional member of the public library staff, 
the school consultant is called on to make 
book talks to community groups. 


The varied questions and requests which 
are brought into the Department every day 
present a challenge to the school consultant. 
The feeling of accomplishment which she 
has gained from the notes and letters of ap- 
preciation received from the teachers more 
than repays her for the work involved, and 
assures her that she is indeed filling a defi- 
nite need for school service. 





